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Major League Soccer
110 East 42nd Street, 10th Floor
New York, NY 10017

Phone: 212-450-1200
Fax: 212-450-1300
Website: www.MLSnet.com

GEGIL DIVISION  WESUERR DIVISION

555 17th Street, Suite 3350

14120 Newbrook Dr - Suite 170 311 West Superior Street, #444
‘mm Denver, Colo. 80202

Chantilly, VA 20151 Chicago, lllinois 60610

Phone: (703) 478-6600 Phone: (312) 705-7200 Phone: (303) 299-1570

Fax: (703) 736-9451 Fax: (312) 705-7393 . Fax:(303) 299-1580

Home field: RFK Stadium Home Field: Soldier Field Home Field: Mile High Stadium
Ticket Office: (703) 478-6600 - Ticket Office: (888) MLS-FIRE Ticket Office: (800) 844-7777
E-mail: info\@dcunited.com E-mail: FireMail@mlsnet.com E-mail: info@coloradorapids.com
Web site: www.dcunited.com Web site: www.chicago-fire.com Web site: www.coloradorapids.com

2 Arrowhead Drive
Kansas City, Mo. 64129
Phone: (816) 920-9300

One Harmon Plaza, 3rd Floor — Jjfmsessfe===  One Black and Gold Blvd.
Secaucus, New Jersey (07094 mEIEn,E!ﬂHE Columbus, Ohio 43211

Phone: (201) 583-7000 Phone: (614) 447-2739

Fax: (201) 583-7055 Fax: (614) 447-4109 Fax: (816) 920-4773

Home field: Giants Stadium Home Field: Columbus Crew Stadium Home Field: Arrowhead Stadium
Ticket Office: (888) 4Metrotix Ticket Office: (877) CREW-FAN Ticket Office: (816) 920-9300
E-mail: MetroFan@mlsnet.com E-mail: thecrew@mlsnet.com E-mail: wizardmail@kcwizards.com
Web site: www.metrostars.com Web site: www.thecrew.com Web site: www.kcwizards.com

2200 Commercial Blvd., Suite 104 2602 McKinney, Suite 200 e 1010 Rose Bowl Drive

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 33309 Dallas, Texas 75204 Pasadena, CA 91103

Phone: (954) 717-2200 Phone: (214) 979-0303 Phone: (626) 432-1540

Fax: (954) 733-6105 Fax: (214) 979-1118 . Fax: (626) 432-1568

Home field: Lockhart Stadium Home Field: Cotton Bowl Home Field: Rose Bowl

Ticket Office: (888) Fusion4 Ticket Office: (214) 979-0303 Ticket Office: (877) 3GALAXY
E-mail: FusionMail@mlsnet.com E-mail: aolmos@dallasburn.com E-mail: FanMail@lagalaxy.com
Web site: www.miamifusion.com Web site: www.dallasburn.com Web site: www.lagalaxy.com
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Mutiny arthqtles "

Foxboro Stadium g— 4042 North Himes Avenue 3550 Stevens Creek Blvd., Ste. 100

60 Washington Street - Route 1 ’ o= Tampa, Florida. 33607 San Jose, CA 95117

Foxboro, Mass. 02035 % Phone: (813) 386-2000 Phone: (408) 241-9922

Phone: (508) 543-5001 """ Fax: (813) 288-2085 Fax: (408) 554-8886

Fax: (508)384-9128) = merimli AR ~ Home Field: Raymond James Stadium Home Field: Spartan Stadium

Home Field: Foxboro Stadium PEVCICTION Ticket Office: (813) 289-6811 Ticket Office: &08) 985-GOAL

Ticket Office: (877) GET-REVS E-mail: mutinymail@mlsnet.com E-mail: sjearthquakes@sjearthquakes.com
~ E-mail: webmaster@revolutionsoccer.net Web site: www.tampabaymutiny.com Web site: www.sjearthquakes.com

Web site: www.revolutionsoccer.net
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BESINS

arely has there been this much
buzz and excitement surrounding
an American soccer player who
is now big enough that he goes by
b one name—Landon. The fact that many
4 American fans have not had the opportunity to watch California
native Landon Donovan play soccer heightens the fascination.

“He has a flair to his game that not many Americans have,” says Los Angeles Galaxy

AMEIGAnSs 1 n)l'

nave we cnal

m @ j Head Coach and former UCLA coach Sigi Schmid.
‘@E@J_@{S{ This sentiment is echoed by San Jose Earthquakes Head Coach Frank Yallop. “I feel that
. (B WIS, at cvery age he's played he’s always been the best American player.”
'u : But beginning with the 2001 MLS season, fans have finally been able to witness the

genial feats of the 19-year-old wearing the No. 10 jersey for the rejuvenated San Jose
Earthquakes. And the support from the soccer-crazed Bay Area faithful for Donovan has not
been lacking.

“| think it's good that people are curious and people want to come watch,” Donovan says
about the curious eyes. “I think it's only going to help our sport. It's exciting.”

Few American players in recent history have been able to bring the creativity, flair and
imagination to a soccer field as Donovan has. His vision during a match is uncanny and the
challenge is for other players on the field to keep up with him. Combining a refined touch,
blazing acceleration and commanding control of the ball at breakneck speed, Donovan has
the mix of a lethal attacker. _

“I'm very fortunate because | realize that | have something most people in the world don't
have,” he says. “It's nothing that I've worked hard for, nothing that I've been taught; just
something | was born with. I'm just lucky to have that.”

‘ And he's not afraid to display it on the big stages. In only his second U.S. National Team
" appearance, Donovan succeeded in lofting an exquisite, swirling, first-time pass to veteran
. Columbus Crew forward Brian McBride, who ran onto the perfect service to score against

4 : Ws‘l‘\t.cor‘nv
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China earlier this year. :

“That was great. | didn’t think he would find me,
to be really honest. | didn't think he even saw me,”
McBride said after the game. “| wish | was that good
at that age.”

BORN TO PLAY SOGGER: From the age of five, all
Landon Danovan ever wanted to do was run around
the grass fields and kick a ball. He had the itch to com-
pete that great players in other sports have.

“Whenever | saw Landon Donovan from the age
of 14 on, at youth soccer tournaments, he always had
a ball at his feet,” Schmid said. “Every time there
was a halftime of a game, Landon would jump on his
feet, take a ball onto the field and shoot onto goal or
dribble or juggle. For him, that ball was a piece of
magic and he would never be anywhere without it.”

While at Redlands East Valley High School,
Donovan was a 1999 Parade High School All-
American. He also played on one of the top youth
clubs in California, Cal Heat, on which he reached
state tournament finals.

Donovan credits that time on his club team
with helping him develop the outstanding ball
skills he owns today.

“Every practice we had was 95 percent with the
ball. We did some fitness, but not a lot,” he says.

SAN o8y

“We'd hit long balls and have touch restrictions or play
with the outside of the foot or inside of the foot, drib-
bling every passible dribble you can imagine. The coach
[Clint Greenwood] knew more moves than | think any-
body in the world does. That's great for young kids.”

"| am very fortunate
because | realize that |
have something most
people in the world
don’t have. And I'm just
lucky to have that.”

— Landon Donovan

As any young phenom would, Donovan was
attracting interest from top clubs around the world.
When Germany's Bayer Leverkusen came knacking in
1999 and made an offer he could not resist, the 17-
year-old jumped at the dream opportunity to turn pro.

March 29, 2001:
. A New Era Begins

DREAMING IN DEUTSCHLAND: It's a pretty bold
move when a teenager decides to turn his life upside-
down to pursue a soccer career. But when Donovan
moved to Germany, it was a testament as to just how
big his dreams were. He found himself in a country
where he didn't speak the language, training among
the wily veterans of the unforgiving Bundesliga, and
bracing through the harsh northern European winters.
California was far away.

“It helped me mature as a person, which in turn
helped me mature as a soccer player,” he says about
his time with Leverkusen. “I'm so much more worldly
at my age than anybody | know. Whether that's good
or bad, I've been exposed to a lot of things that most
teenagers aren't exposed to and | think that helps me
not only on the soccer field, but also in life.”

Donovan trained with U.S. National Team defend-
er Frankie Hejduk and the Leverkusen first team every
day and then played with the reserves on the week-
end. That routine quickly became old and the compe-
tition was not up to his par. He was voted the best
player at.the Under-17 World Championship in
November 1999 in New Zealand, yet he couldn't gain
a regular spot on the first-team Leverkusen roster.

“I wish | could put my finger on it and find out
exactly why | didn't play,” Donovan says. “| guess

{continued on page 6)
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{continued from page 5) :

there are a lot of factors. They have a lot of good
players and players who sit the bench who are
older, more experienced and, arguably, better play-
ers. One thing | didn‘t understand is that they gave
a lot of young players chances and that didn't
include me. That was the point when | said | should
pursue other options.”

His first option was coming back home to MLS.

“Landon’s case shows the importance of playing
versus the importance of training for young players,”
Schmid says. “Getting unique training experiences
available in Europe are of value but if that's not sup-
plemented with games at the appropriate level, that's
going to stall the player's development.”

“The soccer I'm used to is what they play in MLS
and | think it's creative, good soccer,” Donovan says.

® 6 VMILSnhct.com

“It's a tribute to where the quality of play is that the
brightest and most talented young American stars
want to play in MLS and help make it one of the
world's best leagues.”

LOOK OUT WORLD: Donovan was able to get a
good feel for the level of play in MLS every time he
was called up to the U.S. National Team, where he
has become a regular on the squad. In his first
senior international match against Mexico this
past fall, he made a splash—not only scoring a
goal, but setting up another. He followed that up
with a brilliant performance against China. Those
performances have made him a fixture in the pool
of American forwards.

“He's as good as any American player we have in

the last third of the field,” U.S. National Team Head
Coach Bruce Arena said at national team camp earlier
this year. "He's got a great instinct for when to pass
the ball, when to take people on, and when to shoot
in that part of the field. That's where he excels.”

Arena had made it clear to Donovan that he
needed to play regularly at a highly competitive level
to stay in the mix. The move to MLS allows him to
keep fighting for a spot on a potential 2002 U.S.
World Cup team.

“I dream about winning a World Cup,” Donovan
says. “So that's something I've been wanting forever.
To be a part of a World Cup would be incredible
whether | play or | don't play.”

“He's very motivated,” Yallop says. “We want
that at the end of two years or three years for him to
be a starter with the national team. That's our goal
and that is his goal.”

Before then, he'll be going for the World Cup for
Under-20 National Teams at the World Youth
Championships. With fellow MLS stars Bobby
Convey (D.C. United) and DaMarcus Beasley (Chicago
Fire), Donovan will be looking to better the efforts of
their U-17 team, which finished fourth at the world
championships in 1999.

“At this next U-20 tournament in Trinidad, we feel
that we should win every soccer game that we play.
We respect everybody we play but we fear no one,”
Donovan says. “We feel every time we step on the
field, at any level, we're going to win the game. We
feel like we're the favorites at the U-20 Tournament.”

NO PRESSURE AT ALL: In March, Donovan made
an arrival in San Jose with much fanfare, joining a
forward corps that was already one of the league’s
strongest on paper. Although the team will be doing
its best to shift the pressure off his shoulders, eyes
will continue to watch the soccer phenom known
as ‘Landon.’

“We don't want to place undue expectations on
Landon,” Earthquakes General Manager Tom Neale
said at Donovan's introduction. “That being said,
Landon symbolizes an awful lot for this league, for
American soccer and for youth soccer. We have to
take advantage of the fact that we now have the
quintessential future of American soccer in San Jose
and in the Bay Area.”

But Donovan insists that the spotlight does not
bother him. On the contrary, the teenager who has
been at the center of some of the United States’
major soccer achievements (including a fourth-place
finish at the 2000 Olympics), takes some satisfac-
tion in being considered one of the best American
players ever.

“Obviously it feels good and it's flattering but it's
kind of weird for me,” Donovan says. “But you take it
with a grain of salt and you understand that people are
excited and they want to be excited. It's great.” ®



team records for
saves (137) and
shutouts (seven)

oalkeepers have long had
the reputation of being of
a slightly different breed
when compared to the
other players on a soccer squad.

“No question. It's a different mindset,”

quips starting MetroStars 'keeper Tim Howard.

“You have to be a little bit different to want to
play this position, even a bit crazy. It takes a
little bit more heart to play goalkesper.”

With all the particulars that go into the
position, the United States continues to con-
sistently generate a plethora of quality per-
formers at goalkeeper—more than in any
other sector of the field.

Major League Soccer has been the primary
beneficiary of this growing trend. Promising
young goalkeepers such as Howard, Adin
Brown (Colorado Rapids) and Nick Rimando
(Miami Fusion) are poised to join a group of
top ‘keepers in their mid-20s: Kevin Hartman
(Los Angeles Galaxy), Matt Jordan (Dallas
Burn), Zach Thornton (Chicago Fire) and Joe
Cannon (San Jose Earthquakes).

“The competition is very tough at ‘keeper;
we are stacked at the position in this country,”
says Cannon, who spent the offseason train-
ing in England. “If you look around, you'll find
that the U.S. produces as many good goal-
keepers as any other country.”

Tony Meola, the reigning Aquafina
Goalkeeper of the Year (as well as Honda
MVP, Ace Comeback Player of the Year and
MLS Cup MVP), currently enjoys the status of

{continued on page 10)
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IMILS is stocked with solid veteran

goalkeepers and a new breed
of potential stars.
By Anthony Guido

Tony Meola had the best sea-
son ever for an MLS 'keeper
in 2000, becoming the first
netminder to win the Honda
MVP award.

DAVID. LEEDS/ALLSPORT




(continued from page 8)

No.1 goalkeeper in MLS. He set a league record
with 16 shutouts in 2000 while posting a 0.92 goals-
against average (GAA).

The competition for All-Star spots and the
(oalkeeper of the Year award should continue to be
intense in 2001. Standouts like Cannen and Jordan
did not even make the 2000 All-Star Game, while
Thornton was an injury replacement for Hartman at
Columbus Crew Stadium last July.

“The honars will come as you win games in this
league,” Cannon says. “As for why the U.S. grows
good goalkeepers, | always credit the hand-eye-
coordination factor. American kids grow up playing
various sports like basketball and football where
they develop quick hands.”

In MLS, statistical leader
from season to season. Meal
keeper honors a year ag
and Thornton (1998) earne
Cannon (1.49
GAA) joined
these ‘keepers
among the GAA
leaders with
each averaging .
under a goal and
a half in 2000.
And Cannon,

10 MILL.Snhet.com

and captained the team that won at Barbados,
clinching a berth in the final World Cup qualifying
round. Brown, Jordan and Hartman have also seen
time in U.S. camp under Head Coach Bruce Arena in
the past year.

“It is so tough at this position, you just have to
bide your time,” says Hartman, who set the league
record for lowest GAA (0.90) in 1999, “For me, it's
always about the wins and losses. | just need to do
as well for the Galaxy as | can and the other stuff
will follow. Being a part of the national team is cer-
tainly a goal down the line.”

Howard and Brown were set to make their mark
on U.S. Soccer at the 2000 Summer Olympic Games
in Australia. However, Brown missed the tourna-
ment due to injury, while Howard experienced the
depth of the U.S. at 'keeper when Friedel played
every match at the Olympics.

“That experience has made me a better player,”
says the 22-year-
old Howard, a
clear-cut starter
in MLS for the

(senior, transitio
 proof of the abund
~ There are also recognized backups who can

ent..

The Galaxy’s Kevin Hartman holds the
league record for lowest goals-against

‘.'W

confidently assume the sfamng role when F8||P(|
upon: Jon Conway in San Jose, Mark Simpson with
D.C. United, David Kramer in Colorado and Cassar
with the Fusion

Veterans Scott Garlick and Mike Ammann also
deserve mention among MLS' best in goal. Garlick
broke the MLS saves record last year, registering 184,
while Ammann enjoyed one of the best seasons in
000 In addition, steady Columbus goalkeeper Mark
jherty will look to add to his all-time lead in
jctories with 65 entering the 2001 season.
makes the goalkeeping picture even more
that MLS is @ higher-scoring league than
sliga, the ltalian Serie A, Spain's
Premier League. That fact
)l with all the praise

8ays. 'You look at
i they're world
€ a track meet’
Wy and there are
It's n@t a dis-

g between the posts Nearly
as a potential All-Star candidate in
number of them may seem like a coingi-
dental occurrence at this time, but MLS has yet to
see a bad season at the position.

average: 0.90 (set in 1999),
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A Trio of Newv
Zealanders

have taken VILS
by storm
in 2001

hree of MLS" most unique
personalities come from a
remote island nation on
the other side of the
world, an unlikely source from which
the league has culled solid all-around
soccer players.

Los Angeles’ Simon Elliott, D.C. United's
Ryan Nelsen and Columbus’ Duncan Oughton
each came to America to play college soccer
while furthering their educations. Each
has moved on to MLS, earning a little pub-
licity for their homeland in the process.

New Zealand, a nation of only 3.7 mil-
lion people, has a strong sporting culture.

However, much of that revolves around rugby
and cricket. Soccer is only slowly developing a foothold in
the country, evidenced by the three “Kiwis” who have
found their way into MLS.

“In talking with Ryan and Duncan recently, we figured
out that New Zealand has the highest representation per
capita in MLS. We are pretty proud of that,” Elliott says.
“Back home, there isn't a lot of financing for the game.
MLS and American college soccer have provided a great
training ground for the young Kiwi players, both in terms
of soccer and education.”

Elliott was the first New Zealander to earn a roster
spot in America’s top league. The versatile midfielder
was the Los Angeles Galaxy’s Honda MVP in 2000, and
will be an integral part of their run at the FIFA Club World
Championship and MLS Cup in 2001.

The 26-year-old came to the U.S. to attend Stanford
University. After starring in the college ranks, he had a

brief stint in the A-League before joining the Galaxy as a

~ Discovery Player in May of 1999. Elliot's path to Major

M League Soccer has been emulated by a pair of his
. younger countrymen.

On the heels of Elliott's success, Nelsen

Stanford) and Oughton (Cal State Fullerton)

By Anthony Guido

Elliott was the
first Kiwi to earn
a roster spot in
America’s top
league.

(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 13)

each moved from New Zealand to major college
programs, and then to MLS via the 2001 SuperDraft
as first-round picks.

“Simon has already proven that he is one of the
top players in this league,” Nelsen says. “It has
clearly opened doors for Duncan and myself. And if
we do well, that will give more youngsters from
New Zealand a chance to play. The college system
has also opened up new options for Kiwis. | think it's
perfect—you get a degree and then play at a high
level with MLS right after that. | recommend that to

any of the young kids in
New Zealand.”

While their accents
make this trio stand out
off the field, their ver-
satility and toughness
are characteristics that
make them easily recog-
nizable on the
field.

D.C. United’s
Ryan Nelsen
has been a
starter at defen-
sive midfield
since opening
day.

b ]

b !

Oughton, who like Elliott, grew up
in the town of Karoir, feels that
their playing style began to devel-
op back home.

“One of our best attributes is
that we'll work as hard as any-
one,” Oughton says. “Simon is
really fit, a great worker—he
moves front to back for the
Galaxy so well. Ryan is the same
way; he works real hard. They
are both pretty versatile as well.
You can probably put Simon on
the field at any position and he'd
perform well. | was a midfielder
in college and already the Crew
moved me to the back after
drafting me.”

lhose are the qualities that
Oughton thinks have made adapt-
ing to MLS a little easier for the
gritty threesome.

“Our game back home is a lit-
tle more harsh, played with a
tougher edge,” Oughton adds.
“You can get away with a lot

before you see a card come
out. It maybe makes us more ready for the
physical play of MLS than some of the
other foreigners who come into the

league.”

MLS is growing in popularity in New
Zealand, a place where soccer is clearly
third on the sports radar. Newspapers and
Internet sites keep tabs on the U.S. trio,

%

MLS game featuring two Kiwis.

“It will be a battle when any of us play
against each other. We'll probably kick each other
several times on the field,” Oughton jokes.
“Afterwards, we'll get together and have a laugh
and reminisce.”

New Zealand National Team starters Elliott and
Nelsen will both probably be back home ahead of a

and some projected June 2
matches are  ,, ’ contest. New
shown on I thlnk the CO"ege System Zealand's national
tape delay. = team, “the All-
“sinon IS perfect—you get a degree wiiss' begin
alree rea = hei lifica-
wie s o0, and then play at a high level e
e in college, with MLS right " & o
ast year. Now, June 6.
there are three after that. I recommend that “Qualifying is

of us. Already,
we've had
radio and TV
interviews
back in New
Zealand,”
Nelsen says.
“Having three of us here in MLS is great for the
league—it lends a global perspective and gets the
league out there. There is a lot of enthusiasm back
home for MLS now.”
The matches where Elliott, Nelsen or Oughton
go head-to-head will surely generate the
most attention back home. Nelsen and
s Oughton will square off on May

¥ 19 at Crew Stadium in the first
&y
il

to any of the young kids in
New Zealand.’

[

always difficult
for us, because
we have to win
our group, then
win our region—
— Ryan Ne/sen Oceania (likely

against Aus-
tralia}—and then take on the fifth place team from
South America (a power like Colombia or
Paraguay),” Elliott says. “Plus the travel is difficult,
but | do believe our experience in MLS will help us
at the national team level.”

If the other players on that New Zealand national
team display nearly half the heart and passion of
their compatriots in MLS, their chances of advanc-
ing to the World Cup are as good as any nation’s.

JOE GIBLIN/MLS
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o MLS fan would argue
that Clint Mathis and Josh
Wolff are rising stars and

- undeniably two of the
most talented gamebreakers in the
business. But on two nights earlier this
year, Mathis and Wolff, both natives of
Georgia, even transcended those
labels. Two separate performances
catapulted Mathis and Wolff into
American soccer lore and the hearts
of soccer followers across gnnatnon

MEXICANS CRY ‘W8

Josh Wolff was selecte pa
national team training for the first Ieg of the final-
round World Cup Qualifier against Mexico. He had
a total of four appearances with the squad at the
time and was not expected to be among the start-
ing eleven. It was a battle for Wolff just to get a
spot on the bench.

"The week leading up was a tryout and | didn't
know if | was even going Yo dress. Ante [Razov} and
| were fighting for a spot,” Wolff says. "For me to
get on the bench, | did pretty well in the training
camp. Bruce [Arena—national team head coach]
said if anybody got hurt or if the opportunity came
where we needed a goal, that | was going to go in.”

The Mexicans watched the speedy 24-year-old
Wolff race onto the field when Brian McBride exited
with his now-infamous swollen right eye. It was an
injury the visitors would rue because the fresh sub-
stitute would burn them twice. On a 30-yard sprint
to a Mathis long ball, Wolff beat goalkeeper Jorge
Campos and easily scored. Then, with only minutes
remaining, he used a heel move to beat two
defenders and danced along the right end line, into
the box, serving up a winning assist to teammate
Earnie Stewart.

"When we scored the goals in that atmosphere,
it was a rush of emotions, one of the most unique
experiences of my life,” Wolff says. “The fans were
going nuts.”

(continued on page 18)
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(continued from page 16)

A FREE KICK FOR THE HISTC

It had been more than 11 : :
States won a World Cup qualifier in the hostile terri-
tories of Central America. On March 28, there were
46,000 Hondurans expecting that trend to continue.

With the score tied 1-1 and four minutes left to
play, the U.S. was awarded a free kick 25 yards out
from a spot in line with the left goal post
guarded by Honduras. Mathis and defender
Jeff Agoos convened around the ball.

“| took about 40 or 50 [free kicks] the night
before and | was hitting them pretty good, so
the players told me to take it and | wanted to
take it,” Mathis says. “It was in the same
exact spot it was the night before. For some
reason | just felt like | was going to score.”

Mathis took the free kick and watched the
shot travel in a perfect, curling trajectory over
the wall and inside the left post. He could
barely break a smile in celebration, over-
whelmed by the emotion of the moment.
Replays of the world-class strike will bring
goosebumps to fans for posterity.

facing stiff :
competitionon
Bruce Arepa’s

As the halfway mark of the'
campaign approaches, Mathis and Wolff are doing
their best to book a ticket for the ultimate stage of
all—in Japan and Korea with the American squad
for the 2002 World Cup. It would be a dream come
true for two players who were Georgia State Player

“l never thought I'd be in a
position to have a chance to
go to a World Cup, but now
it's a reality and I'm trying to
make the most of it. To have
the opportunity to go to the
World Cup is the reason you
play soccer.”

— Josh Wolff

of the Year honorees and grew up playing clup
(South Metro Lightning), state, region and youth
national team soccer together.

“| never thought I'd be in a position to have 3
chance to go to a World Cup, but now it's a reality
and I'm trying to make the most of it,” Wolff says
“To have the opportunity to go to a World Cup is the
reason you play soccer.”

“It's weird. It's almost like it's not real "
Mathis says. “It's like a dream where you
think it happens to someone else. It would
be a great honor to play in a World Cup but
| still have to produce and be consistent to
be part of the team.”

Both players grew up watching World
Cup tournaments as kids, beginning with
Diego Maradona’s championship-winning
1986 campaign with Argentina. Mathis
proudly wore the Maradona jersey that his
mom gave him and now tries to emulate the
Argentine’s creative play that won him ado-
ration worldwide.

“I'd like to think I'm a creative player,”
says Mathis, who scored against Barbados
and world power Brazil before breaking
through against Honduras. “| try my best to do stuff
that other people won't attempt. The way people are
born to be defenders and goalkeepers, I'm fortunate
to be an attacking player.”

A Claudio Reyna injury allowed Mathis to play in
the match against Mexico and turned out to be what
he calls a “blessing in disguise.” But the attacking
midfielder sees no reason why he can't co-exist with
the Glasgow Rangers star.

“We're two totally different players—he’s more
of a controlling type of guy and a playmaker who
controls the pace of the game. I'm just a totally dif-
ferent player, more attack-minded. There's a spot for
both of us and depending on the formation we go
with, those are decisions Bruce [Arena] will make.”

In the case of Wolff, he is facing even stiffer
competition with five other forwards fighting for the
same spot (McBride, Landon Donovan, Razov, Joe
Max-Moore and Chris Albright).

“It's obviously a year-long process and I'll be
fighting for my spot the whole way. It makes you
bring your A-game every time,” Wolff says. “The
thing | think separates me from the other players is
that I'm very aggressive and | like to pick balls up
and go at guys. | think I'm a threat to get behind
guys. | create chances by dribbling and making
defenders take chances.”

Whatever the final outcome, Mathis and Wolff
have already proven themselves on the interna-
tional stage. Thanks to them, soccer fans across
the country can start dreaming of World Cup glory
and the fever that awaits the biggest show on
earth can begin in earnest. Due to a pair of magi-
cal feats, Mathis and Wolff are now not just Major
League Soccer standouts. They've gained a new
standing in people’s eyes—heroes of a nation.
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e ESPN2

MLS, acquiring former U.S. National Team defender
Alexi Lalas. He joins defensive stalwarts Robin Fraser,
Greg Vanney, Paul Caligiuri, Ezra Hendrickson and
Danny Califf in the back.

Joining the duo of Mauricio Cienfuegos and Galaxy
MVP Simon Elliott in the midfield, are Olympian Peter
Vagenas and Danny Pefia. Up front, Mexican National
Team striker Luis Hemandez will look to make a serious impact.

Kevin Hartman will be asked to lead the defense to a repeat performance of last
year's fewest goals allowed (27) and second best goals-against-average (1.00) in MLS.

<SJUNE ©9 « 730 PIwvi

ANGELES

SATURDAY -

Heading into their sixth MLS season, the LA. LOS
Galaxy has already guaranteed that season will be a
success by winning the 2000 Football Confederations
Champions’ Cup and earning a berth at the 2001 FIFA A
C IMutb
World ™
Champion-
ship in Spain (7/29-8/12).

In the offseason, Los Angeles added
more strength to the best defense in

LOS ANGELES ROSTER

PLAYER TO WATCH

No. Player Pos. Ht Wt D.0.B. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt  D.0.B.
1 Matt Reis GK 61 196 32875 | 15 Luis Herndndez F 57 160 12-22-68
2 Danny Pefia M 60 165 61768 | 16 Alex Bengard M 60 165 31379
(35 grr;gg \\//z\a/r;p:yl g %111 169 B ll zraHendrickson D 63 185  1-16-72

ibe - ‘

7 lIsaiasBardalesJr. F 510 m,;ﬁan - f:) g_g :23 i;g;g

8  Peter Vagenas M 58 Caliaiuri 510 175 3.9.

9 Brian Ching P o 0 ! "
10 Mauricio Cienfuegos M 5-6 & el . s OB
11 Sasha Victorine M 6-2 23  Danny Califf D 6-0 180 3-17-80
12 Simon Elliott M 511 178 25  Marvin Quijano F 59 150 10879

Cobi Jones M 57 145 30 Alexilalas D 6-3 210 6-1-70

- FSIN

233  7-00 PV

Coach Gansler used the offseason
to add some offensive firepower to his
squad, acquiring MLS all-time leading

SATURDAY  JUNE

~oes =t KAMSAS CITY WIZARDS

Kansas City Wizards have set their
sites on back-to-back titles in 2001.
MLS Coach of the Year Bob Gansler

has retained the nucleus of last year's team and has added some offensive
weapons to the mix.

The veteran leadership of Honda MVP and MLS Cup MVP Tony Meola
(21shutouts in 39 games in 2000), BIC Defender of the Year Peter Vermes and
Mo Johnston mixed with rising young stars Nick Garcia, Kerry Zavagnin,
Brandon Prideaux and Francisco Gomez should provide the perfect blend.

IKANSAS CITY ROSTER

No. Name Pos. Ht D.0.B. | No. Name Pos. Ht Wt D.0.B.
1 Tony Meola GK  6-1 205 2/21/69 | 13 Andrew Gregor M 511 160 11/22/75
2 Matt McKeon DM 63 195 9/24/74 | 14 Michael Green D 64 19 7/16/78
3 Nick Garcia D 510 160 4/8/8 | 15 Roylassiter F 511 160  3/9/69
4 Brandon Prideaux D 61 : ChrisKlein M 61 180  1/4/76
5 Brian Johnson M 57 Tah 0 B2 18O MM
6  Peter Vermes b Bt Ji aJr D 61 166 11/16/81
7 Mark Santel M 510 : FranciscoGomez M 511 170 1/25/79
8  Chris Brown E &1 170 /10/77 22 Gary Glasgow F 510 155 5/13/76
9 Kerry Zavagnin M 510 170 7/2/74 | 25 Bo Oshoniyi GK 61 190 11/3/1

10 Mo Johnston F 59 160 4/13/63 | 26 Narciso Fernandes M/F  6-3 195  9/20/78

12 Peter Byaruhanga F 510 160 8/18/79 | 28 Mike Burns D/M 59 165

24 MIL.Snet.com

scorer Roy Lassiter (81 goals, 34 assists,
196 points), former All-Star Mark Santel
and drafting U-20 National Team star Jose
Burciaga and MLS veteran Andrew Gregor.
The Wizards' experience and offsea-
son moves have them geared for 2001.

9/14/70

PLAYER TO WATCH
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Coming off a 2000 campaign that saw ) t  acquisitions of World Cup veteran
the Fusion set club records in points and F F I Preki, former Kansas City Wizards'
goals while reaching the U.S. Open Cup L-l S I D All-Star Chris Henderson and English
final, second-year head coach Ray Hudson ook Y Premiership veteran lan Bishop. Jay
has put his imprint on the team, blending ~ Heaps, the 1999 MLS Rookie of the Year and an All-Star in 2000, looks to join the
a young core of talent with experienced  attack, while 2000 Honda MVP Jim Rooney returns at his defensive midfield spot.
Newcomers. The defense has been bolstered by the acquisition of U.S. National Team regular

Diego Sema, coming off a 42-point  Carlos Llamosa. He anchors a back line that features the Fusion’s two-time BIC Tough
season (16 g, 10 a), retums to lead the  Defensive Player of the Year, Pablo Mastroeni, and the experienced lvan McKinley. Leo
offensive attack. He will be aided by a  Cullen looks to bounce back from a knee injury that ended his 2000 campaign. The
new-look midfield featuring the offseason  Fusion nets are minded by veteran goalkeeper Jeff Cassar and acrobatic Nick Rimando.

nmann ROSTER

No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt D.0.B. | No. Player Pos. Ht Wt D.0.B.
1 Jeff Cassar GK 62 190 2-2-74 | 12 Pete Marino F 58 145  4-24-73
2 Leo Cullen D 58 160 22876 | 14  Jim Rooney M 60 165 9-9-68
3 Carlos Llamosa D 511 166 630 15 Tyrone Marshall D/M 62 190 11-12-74
4 Tim Sahaydak D 61 168 . Greg Simmonds F 63 190 12-16-75
5 Kyle Beckerman M 510 155 Diego Serna F 510 175 10-2-73
6 lan Bishop M 58 163 | 18  Nick Rimando GK 511 181  6-17-79
7 Jay Heaps D/M 59 150 19 Chris Henderson M 510 150 12-11-70
8  Ivan McKinley D/M 62 185 61569 | 20 Ali Ngon F 510 185 9-4-81
9 Lazo Alavanja M 511 165 1-18-77 | 22 Antonio Otero M 511 170  520-77

10 Alex Pineda Chacon M 58 150 12-19-69 | 23  Jeff Bilyk M 57 145 5-7-77

11 Preki M 59 165 6-24-63 | 25 Pablo Mastroeni D/M 5-10 170  8-29-7

26 MIL.Snet.com
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{continued from page 28) "’I was really nervous, | didn't know what to expect
or if the fans would remember me," says Dayak.
“Their response was heartwarming, | couldn’t help but
react— felt like [ was jumping to the moon."

Of all the paths back to Spartan Stadium,

- Dayak's was the rockiest. A neck injury suffered in
1997 that could have permanently sidelined Dayak,
slowed, but didn’t stop him until a re-injury in 1998
required surgery.

In 1999, Tampa Bay, where current Quakes coach
Frank Yallop was then an assistant, tried to sign
Dayak, who had recovered from the neck injury.
However, the Livermore native opted instead for a
slot on the A-League Bay Area Seals squad.

‘| care about the com-
munity and the team and
| don’t want to disappoint
the people here. I'm
going to give my all every
game. They've responded
because of that; | appre-
ciate it and show it with a
response back."

- Troy Dayak

“For me, family is more important in my life than a
sport,” says Dayak, who also turned down an offer by
the MetroStars in 1996. 'l didn't want to uproot my
daughter from her grandparents, family and friends."

But trouble was not over for the accident-prone
1992 Olympian. With the Seals, Dayak tore the
posterior and medial collateral ligaments in his
right knee and was forced to sit the rest of the sea-
son. It wasn't until the end of the 2000 season that
Dayak finally took to the field without the need of
any sort of brace.

Healthy, strong, and with ten years of profes-
sional experience, Yallop eagerly snagged Dayak for
the Quakes squad this year. The former star for the
Livermore High School Cowboys has retumned to
Spartan Stadium.

"I care about the community and the team and |
don't want to disappoint the people here," Dayak
says. “I'm going to give my all every game. They've
responded because of that; | appreciate it and show
it with a response back."

Teammate Corrales is equally pleased to show
off his skills in front of a hometown crowd. The for-
mer North Salinas High School star became the
youngest player in the MLS when he was drafted out
of high school by the Clash in 1996. Now 24, Corrales

g
o

{continued on page 32)
30 MVIL.Snet.com



(continued from page

A native of
Fremont, Calif.,

has since played for the Miami Fusion and*the MetroStars.

For the past two years, the defensive standout was an integral part of the
MetroStars’ lineup, bringing his career game total to 82. Between his MLS duties,
Corrales has been a member of U.S. national teams since 1997. Last season, he
played for the U.S. Olympic Team in Sydney, where the U.S. posted its best finish
in history by advancing to the semifinals.

"My family and | traveled all around
the US., but we always thought
California was the place we wanted
to live. But to start coaching with the
Earthquakes in the capacity that I'm
in is fantastic and very flattering."

- Assistant Coach Dominic Kinnear

But after traveling the globe, Corrales is back where he started. Though
Corrales first discovered his love for soccer as a child in Mexico, it was his role on
the North Salinas squad that led him into the pros.

“'m happy to be back home," Corrales says of his return to the Bay Area. "I'l have

MLSnet.com

to try harder now that I'm in front of my family and friends who are there to support me.”

North of Salinas, in Fremont, Kinnear grew up idealizing the NASL's
Earthquakes before he became a member of the Clash in 1997.

"I come from a Scottish background and a soccer-playing family,” Kinnear says.
"When | was growing up we didn’t miss too many Earthquakes games. | think
watching professional soccer keeps your interest very keen."

Along with the influence of older brothers and the NASL, Kinnear had a strong
group of soccer players to play with growing up, including former Earthquakes
captain John Doyle.

"Since U-10s we played together; we were rivals in high school but it's always
been friendly," says Kinnear of his days at John F. Kennedy High School. “He was
the first one that made it on the national scene. It was good for me to see that |
was just as good as those guys.”

Indeed, Kinnear proved to be one of the nation’s best as he made 56 appear-
ances with the U.S. National Team and posted nine goals. He would have appeared
in the 1994 World Cup if an emergency appendectomy hadn't sidelined him.

In MLS, Kinnear was shuffled from Colorado to San Jose to Tampa Bay, play-
ing a key role in all three places and appearing in over 100 matches.

“My family and | traveled all around the States in the 1990s, but we
always thought California was the place we wanted to live," Kinnear says.
"But to start coaching with the Earthquakes in the capacity that I'm in is fan-
tastic and very flattering."

Yallop is happy with Kinnear's decision to return to the Bay Area as well.

"He's more relaxed in his job, he’s more focused on doing well for the team,
instead of having to settle in," Yallop says. "He's never been a coach before, but
you'd never know it." ® .



opener this season, nearly 14,000

fans were there to cheer on their
favorite local soccer stars. The strong
support by the community has not gone
unnoticec) by the men in blue, and while
a game-winning shot or a nail-biting
overtime may keep fans enthralled on
the field, the Quakes like to show their
gratitude off the field, as well.

Each player stays involved in the community by participating in various
youth-soccer clinics and over two-thirds of the squad regularly coach youth
teams or clinics throughout the Bay Area.

"This is my second year coaching this team," Richard Mulrooney says of his
U-13 De Anza Earthquakes. "It's exciting this year to see how the players have

At the San Jose Earthquakes’ home

developed. | enjoy being involved with developing young players and I'm happy
to give back to the community in this way."

Earthquakes legend Troy Dayak, who grew up playing soccer in Livermore,
Calif., now coaches in his hometown as well as in Tracy, his current residence.
The former Olympian has received both a USSF "B" coaching license and an
NSCAA Advanced National Diploma.

"He's our most famous product of Livermore and the kids love him to
death," says Mike Ridolfi of his U-16 Livermore girls" squad, for which Dayak
has run training sessions. "He brings a certain level of professionalism and
excellence. He's all business but he also has a lot of heart and he connects
very well with the girls."

Even members of the Quakes' coaching staff can't seem to satisfy their
soccer craving by working solely with the professional squad. Goalkeeper
Coach Tim Hanley heads U-19 and U-15 Palo Alto squads when he isn't busy
with the Quakes. Like Dayak, he has also acquired a USSF "B" license but when
his instruction isn't enough, he's got a whole roster of Quakes ready to step in.
Hanley says midfielder Scott Bower and goalkeeper Jon Conway are always a
big hit at practice. .

"| enjoy teaching and helping youth players improve," Hanley says. "Being
involved at the highest level and being involved with youth players keeps me
in a good balance. It's really the best of both worlds."

Most of the players agree that it's the rewarding feelings that come from
watching a young player score his first goal or nail his first head ball that make
coaching so appealing. But for many, simply sharing the excitement of the
game and providing young players with an opportunity to achieve gives coach-
ing its purpose.

"When | was young | didn't have any coaching until | was a teenager,” says
Quakes all-time leading scorer Ronald Cerritos. "I wish I'd had more formal
coaching, but | feel like I'm contributing to the success of these young players."

MEN'S WEARHOUSE

pasta

pomodoro

Novell.

THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF THE MAYOR'S KICKS FOR KIDS PROGRAM:

el

SANMINA

ACM Aviation, Inc., Air Systems, Inc., Fairmount Hotel, lonics Fidelity Purewater, Wicks Consulting Corporation

SELECT

ONNEL SERVICES

Assuring Business Availability™

¢ SOLECTRON.

WWW.SJEARTHQUAKES.COM
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DATE OPPONENT TIME/RESULT  TV/RECORD

April

Sat-7 b atLosAngeles.......... 2L S 1-0-0 3 pts.
Bat Aol Oalas s i GE1 L (A s S 1-1-0 3 pts.
SEb.2t oatMiami . L. e 22 sty £ e il b 1-2-0 3 pts.
Sat. 28 ....atKansasCity .......... 0-00T)............. 1-2-1 4 pts.
May

o3 M New England ........... 527 NN TR 2-2-1 7 pts.
Sat.12....@B.L. United. . <. coink e W 3-2-1 10 pts.
Sat.19....MetroStars. . ........... TE00 DM s e Telemundo
Wed. 23...atDallas ... siu.. .o ... O30 PN e 5 s TBA

Sat.- 26....etChicago ............. 1:00pm............. Telemundo
Wed 30:seiGolotado. ot o ool BBOIDME " h s s TBA
June

Sarid i At Colorador. . e o oo B0 PIME S FSN

Sat gL LosAngeles............ A o H R ESPN2
Sati16-.4.sat MetroStars .......... AP DM e FSN

DAL 28 IRENSAS I L o cv o ne syl 7401000 11| RO FSN

Sat. 30....atNewEngland......... 430 DIMie s w5 o el FSN

July

Wetsd . TaMiamit s s aiit Lo sl 700 DMk A s o eeae TBA

SAly s e atColorado ............ D00 DIt e s ot TBA
Sat.i14.... . . Tampa Bays o ot i 1150010707 N ESPN

Wed. 18...D.C. United. . ........... £ A TBA

SatiZ2l: .. o at Columbus: 5 o s ae b ABODIML o e oot FSN

Sat. 28 . ... MLS All-Star Game ... ... T P ABC
August

Satd. .. .. atTampaBay .......... RORam.. ... .00 0 FSN

Sat- 1 ahCelumbls 5. . s 741610505 TSSO e TBA

ST U B o T 0 o A R B FO0PM.. oo o FSN
Satuzotnrcrboloratn s et s n e ne FO0DML cocvws vy TBA
September

Satedsiine Kansas City u. vo et § s e T100 PiE e e i il TBA

s A SR at KansasCity .......... Si30/pimeeie. - - b TBA

Wed. 12 ... atLos Angeles ......... TOUPIMERS oo i FSN
Sun.16....LosAngeles ........... 00 P L) e o ESPN2

All times Pacific. All times and dates are subject to change. All home games at Spartan
Stadium. NOTE: FSN = Fox Sports Network

40 WVIL.Snet.com
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of the kays to the Wizards turnaround was
the play of Danish forward Miklos Molnar,

‘who retired immediately following the

championship game.

In 2001, the San Jose Earthquakes are hoping that one of Molnar's

1992 Danish Olympic Team teammates will provide a similar spark for
them. Midfielder Ronnie Ekelund signed with the Earthquakes on April 10,
2001, and after sorting out his work permit, arrived in San Jose on April
25 to assume the role of midfield organizer. i

*Ronnie is going to enhance our midfield play withhis ¥ision and his

experience,” says Earthquakes Head Coach Faaak Yallop. "He is a good fit
for our team. He works hard off the ball and that is a big past.of my coach-
ing philosophy.”

“Ronnie is going to
enhance our pidfield
play witly his vision
- and his experience.’

E - ﬂuakgs Head Coach Frank Yallop

Ekelund’s experience in Europe and his impressive performance in
‘MLS Spring Training this past. March while on trial with the

capped an amazing worst to first sea- dynamo, has played in
son by winning the MLS Cup, 1-0 four cm:mtries during his
over th¢ Chicago Fire at RFK Stadium. One professional career.

" I ast season, the Kansas City Wizards (Ekelund,a Danish

rthquakes convinced the Quakes’ coaching staff and front office that
wvould be a strong addition to the team. Ekelund, 28, started all three games

"He is a very good passer and we understand each other well. | am
excited to have him here."

This native of Glostrup, Denmark, has played in four countries (Denmark, Spain,
England and France) during his professional career, and his experience should prove
important to a team whose average age was 25 at the start of the season.

"I have played in a lot of places and had many different experiences in soccer,"
says Ekelund. °I felt very comfortable playing with the team in preseason, and |
hope that | can contribute some of my knowledge and experience to the team.”

Ekelund begamhis professional career with legendary Danish side Brondby,
where he won two Banish League Championships. He also played for Spanish
giant Barcelona alongside currenti€hicago Fire striker Hristo Stoitchkov and high-
scoring Brazilian Romario. He made stops with Coventry City, Manchester City,
Southampton and WalsalisireEng as well as a stop in France with Toulouse
before deciding to co [0 States to continue his professional career.

In his first game h thquakes on April 28, against the Kansas City
Wizards, Ekelund imr WU!Splayed his excellent vision and passing ability as
he organized the Quakes attack.

Yallop had one word to sum up Bonnie’s play in that game: “superb." If Ekelund
can repeat his first-game performance for the rest of the season, Quakes fans will
be treated to some first-class soccer.
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Put on the striped shirt and test your

1. A player takes a throw-in and sends the
ball toward a fellow goalkeeper. But the
‘keeper slips and falls and the ball trickles
into the net. You make the call:

a. It's an own goal

b. A corner kick for the opposing team
¢. The throw-in is taken again

d. Other team takes over the throw-in

2. An indirect free kick is awarded to a team
but the referee does not raise his hand to
signal its indirect. On the set piece, the
ball then goes directly into the opponents’
goal without touching any other player.
You make the call:

a. The kicking team didn't know: so it's a goal
b. The defending team is awarded a free kick
c. The free kick is re-taken by the attacking team
d. The defending team is awarded a goal kick.

3. A goalkeeper has a strong arm and
throws the ball toward the opposite net.
With the help of the wind, it carries all
the way across the field and somehow
gets by the other goalkeeper into the

back of the net without being touched.

Marcelo Balbo

BRIAN BAHR/ALLSPORT

s a lighter moment with

You make the call:
a. The goalkeeper throws it again
b. It's a goal
c. It's a goal kick for the opposing team

4. The two opposing goalkeepers step
onto the field wearing the same jer
sey. The rules say one of them needs
to change jerseys but a different
shirt can't be found. You make the call:

a. The game is postponed until a
new shirt is found
b. The game is allowed to proceed
all the same
c. The game is abandoned after
15 minutes

B. The referee notices that one team has

an extra player on the field. But the referee

only notices after a goal is scored by
the team with the extra player and play
has re-started. You make the call:
a. The referee removes and cautions the
player and the goal stands
b. The game is suspended and replayed
at a later date
¢. The referee removes and cautions the
player and disallows the goal

=G Q= 'q=€ 'P=z ‘q=L

soccer knowledge.

Referees
like Ali
Saheli
must know
all the fine
details of
the rules of
the game.
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#9

| Scott Bower

Position: Midfielder

Date of Birth: June 27, 1978

Place of Birth: Port Angeles, Wash.
Height: 5-8

Weight: 160

At what age did you begin playing soccer?
Six.

When and where did you make your MLS debut?
March 20, 1999, vs. Chicago at Spartan Stadium.

H > i e
What are your superstitions concerning soccer? L
“M

| put my sock, shin guard and cleat on my right leg first. Then
| go to my left.

Who is your favorite superhero and why?
Johnny Bravo, because he is always confident no matter
what happens.

Who has had the most influence on your soccer
career?

The biggest influence for me was watching games on televi-
sion. It made me realize what | wanted to do.

Who is your higgest fan?
My mom.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Happily married and successful at what | am doing.

If you could invite two people from history to dinner,
who would they be?
John Wayne and my grandfather.

SINVNOHLYYI 3SOr NVS
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U.S. Natipr
defeated Yy
Tobago to 1iy

for the 19g0WVorTd

emember the old adage,
“the more things change
the more they stay
the same?” Well, don't
believe it. When it comes to
American soccer, the more things
change, the more they really do
change.

Much of the credit for the amazing expedition
that is the evolution of soccer in America falls
squarely on the shoulders of a handful of remark-
able men who ended a 40-year drought by helping
the USA qualify for the 1990 World Cup.

“Qualifying for the 1990 World Cup led to a
chain of events,” asserts Los Angeles Galaxy
defender Paul Caligiuri with pride. “We gained vital
experience in ltaly [1990] while showcasing our
abilities as a steppingstone to get to Europe. All of
the experience gained by the core players playing
for European clubs led to our success in 1994. And
qualifying in 1990 also allowed us to solidify and
legitimize our bid to host the 1994 World Cup while
keeping our National Team program alive. We were
on the verge of losing sponsors and going into a
shell for another two or three years. The 1994 World
Cup enabled Major League Soccer to be launched.”

So dramatically altered is the American soccer
landscape from the recent past that you can't help
but think of the beginning when soccer was barely
a blip on a map.

For example, the current U.S. squad packed a
soccer-specific facility for a World Cup qualification
match. Bruce Arena’s squad conquered Mexico, 2-0,
before a standing room-only crowd of 24,624 at
Columbus Crew Stadium in February. On August 13,
1988, the USA defeated Jamaica, 5-1, at the St
Louis Soccer Park in Fenton, Missouri. Current
MetroStars' midfield ace Tab Ramos recalls feeling
“pretty excited” when he discovered that all of the
6,100 seats were filled.

Most home qualification games back then took
place in outposts like New Britain, Connecticut or El
Camino Community College in Torrance, Calif. That
the 10,000 to 12,000-seat stadiums were somewhat

(continued on page 56)
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crowded was also primarily due to the presence of
the opposition's supporters.

On the television front, this year ABC, ESPN,
ESPN2 and Telemundo are combining to broadcast
nine of the United States’ 10 final-stage qualifying
matches. Leading up to Italia ‘90 some games were
shown but often on tape-delay and usually with
action interrupted
in favor of airing
commercials during
play.

The singular
moment that served
as a catalyst for
the transformation
came late in the
first half of
the do-or-die 1989
duel in Trinidad.
Needing nothing
less than an upset
win to book their
passage to Italia
‘90, -the USA rode
a 30-yard Paul
Caligiuri volley and some breathtaking Tony Meola
goalkeeping heroics to glory at the expense of a
T&T squad that featured future Manchester United
superstar Dwight Yorke.

Now a regular starter with the Galaxy, Caligiuri
can still vividly recall how things once were. “We
weren't playing in major venues,” understates the
only man to have worn the U.S. National Men's
Team uniform for 14 consecutive years. “We were
happy to find any community that would support us
with 5,000 to 10,000 fans. Now we can go to vir-
tually any major city in the United States and draw
a big crowd.

“Soccer is really what's happening today. You
see soccer commercials,” Caligiuri says. “You see

Ramos in 1990
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“There is a special feel-
ing that | have for that
group of people. These
guys were responsible
for taking American
soccer into the main-
stream for good.”

soccer balls everywhere. |It's
become the true American sport. |
don’t want to take anything away
from baseball but baseball is not
played by men and women, boys
and girls. It's not a family event
where on the weekend everyone

— Tab Ramos

gets in the minivan and heads to a
tournament. Soccer has become
imbedded in American society.”

The existence of a viable
domestic professional league
coupled with significantly greater
U.S. Soccer Federation financial
resources has produced a far i
deeper pool of talent. The senior
citizens among the 22 athletes
that coach Bob Gansler took to
the 1990 World Cup were 27-
year-old defensive midfielder
John Stollmeyer and reserve ‘keeper
David Vanole.

Captain Mike Windischmann had
the most experience at the time with
his then-U.S. record of 48 interna-
tional appearances. In contrast,
Arena’s starting unit against Mexico
this past February averaged 61 caps
and 29 years of age. “We were pretty
much a college all-star team,” con-
cedes the youngest member of the
1990 squad, the Miami Fusion's
Chris Henderson.

Recollects Ramos, “People in this
country didn't even know that we
existed. | actually had a reporter from
a major newspaper ask me how
many players there were on a soccer
field. We were thrilled if we got
mentioned by the media.”

That U.S. squad was poorly
viewed. “We played a lot against
club teams because other national

P
teams didn't want to play us,” Henderson notes.
“We tried to schedule three national teams before
the 1990 World Cup and they all declined. Our
national team’s standard of play is so much better
than it was then. There had to be someone to start
that and to pave the road for where we are today.”

“We were perceived much differently,” concurs
Caligiuri. “In 1989, we were underdogs defying the
odds to qualify. Today, we are making a strong claim
to be the top nation in the Football Confederation.”

Arena fields players who developed in MLS or
who are employed by top-flight European clubs. It
wasn't long ago that the existence of MLS was
but a dream while virtually all Europeans were of
the belief that Americans couldn't play soccer. It
took shattering that prejudice to open doors for
future countrymen.

Kansas City defensive stalwart Peter Vermes
more than held his own with club teams in
Hungary and Holland while Caligiuri played well in
West Germany.

During the 1991 campaign in which he helped
Sparta Prague to capture the championship of the

(continued on page 60)
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(continued from page 8

Caligiuri in 1990

Czechoslovakian First Division, current Tampa Bay
Mutiny defender Steve Trittschuh became the first
U.S. citizen to compete in what is now known as the
European Champion's League.

Meanwhile, the New England Revolution’s John
Harkes became a starter and fan favorite for
Sheffield Wednesday. Prior to leading D.C. United
to two MLS crowns, Harkes walked up the famed
39 steps of London’s Wembley Stadium to lift the
1991 English League Cup. Two years later, he
became the first American to appear in an FA. Cup
Final and he is still the only Yank to have scored in
a League Cup Final.

The vital experience that several of Gansler's
charges received abroad following Italia "90 resulted
in the USA fielding a far more competitive team on
home soil during the 1994 World Cup, when the
team took a significant step in reaching the round of
16. The defining performance was a battle against
Carlos Valderrama and a Colombian team that, after
a 5-0 rout of Argentina during qualifying, prompted
Pelé to tip them as his Cup favorites.

The credibility gained in that 2-1 win over the
Colombians was a vital contributing factor to the
successful launching of MLS two years later, the
day MLS lured the highly regarded Tab Ramos home
from Spain.

Members of the Class of ‘90 continue to leave
their mark. It was Ramos’ 23-yard laser off a feed
from Marcelo Balboa that sank Costa Rica 1-0 to
clinch a berth in the 1998 World Cup for the
Americans. New England Revs' striker Eric Wynalda,
who remains the all-time leading marksman in the 85-
year history of the U.S. National Team, netted the first
goal in MLS history. Balboa and Caligiuri became the
first two Americans to reach the coveted 100-cap
milestone. San Jose's recently retired John Doyle was
honored as MLS' 1996 BIC Defender of the Year. Still
excelling in MLS is K.C.'s 2000 MLS Aquafina
Goalkeeper of the Year and Honda Most Valuable
Player, Tony Meola.

Other 90 alums include MLS assistant coaches
Eric Eichmann (Miami) and Brian Bliss (K.C.). Head
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Coach Bob Gansler led the
Wizards to MLS Cup glory last
summer while his former USA
right-hand man, Ralph Perez,
is an assistant coach with

Los Angeles. Goalkeeping

Coach Joe Machnik now

The Galaxy's
Paul Caligiuri

serves as MLS" Vice
President of  Games
Operations.

While the uniform shirts of
that 1990 roster are now of dif-
ferent colors, there remains an
unmistakable bond. “There is a
special feeling that | have for
that group of people,” Ramos
says. "It isn't anything that's
ever said between us when we
see each other. It's all about what
we accomplished together. These
guys were responsible for taking
American soccer into the main-
stream for good.”

“What we accomplished in
the last 10 years was amaz-
ing,” Caligiuri said. “Because
of what we started in 1990, |
don't think there's any looking
back from here on out. That
period will be looked upon as
the true turning point for
American soccer. We're now
entering a new phase of our
growth period. It's incredible to
think where we will be 10
years from today.” @
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~ CLASS OF 1990 IN MLS

Eric Eichman  John Harkes
Coach - Miami  M-NewEngland |

Marcea Balb
D - Colorado

ris Heﬁdérso
M- Miami

Brian'Bllss Paul Caligiuri
Coach-KansasGity D - Los Angeles

Steve Trittst;huh
D - Tampa Bay

Peter Vérme‘s
D - Kansas City

Eric Wynalda
F - New England

Tab Ramos
M - MetroStars

~ Tony Meola
- BK-KansasCiy

Joe Machnik
Head Coach - K.C. Coach-Los Angeles Operations - MLS

b
Bob Gansler

Ralph Perz

SCOTT HALLERAN/ALLSPORT



THE ROAD TO
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FIFA CLUB WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP
SPAIN 2001

© FIFA 2001

or Head

Coach Sigi

Schmid
and the Los
Angeles Galaxy,
the real prepa-
rations for the
FIFA Club Worid
Championship
will not begin
unt|I July 18—11 days before the kickoff of the
tournament. But Schmid says that every ounce
of work during the MLS season also helps ahead
jof the summer trip to Spain. There are rookies
and new players like Alexi Lalas who are using
the first busy part of the regular season to fit in
with the Galaxy.
. With many fans already looking forward to the Club World Championship,
:Schmid took the time off to give FreeKick a preview of what can be expected from
the scheduled opponents who represent soccer from three different continents in
ithe FIFA Club World Championship.

62 IVILSnet.com

and physmét
we're going to face with Hearts of

I've heard Hearts of Oak atreéd,v have
to play in this particular championshi

opportunity to play against a team with the
to play against the individual pl ayefs we're
come true for our team.©

PRESSURE'S ON THEM. 'V
Madrid. The expectations are for them to cgme
tory. There’s no pressure on us. Whatever wi
it as either, ‘That was expected’ or ‘Tha
they could do.’ From that standpoint there
pressure on itself because they're competi
tive soccer players and | know they view |l
own with a type of club like Real.”

NO REAL WEAKNESS: There's no wi
has any weaknesses because | don't think
ber of marvelous attacking players wit
cold-blooded fixtures like Raul. And t
like Savio and Steve McManaman. S0
the teams in the tournament and th
attacking talent. They're going to vie
to have possession and go at us. A
open up some spaces for us to get f
Cobi Jones and Luis Hernandez in ¢

Japanese U-20 team and
Troussier makes it a littl
they're going to play with
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2001 National Broadcast Schedule

& \

APRIL JULY ;
Sat. Apr. 7 Sat. Jul. 7

CHI @ CLB 7:30 ES2 DAL @ CLB 4:00 ESP
Sat. Apr. 14 KC @ NE 8:00 ES2
DC @ CHI 9:00 ES2 Sat. Jul. 14
Sat. Apr. 21 TB @SJ 4:00 ESP
TB @ MET 3:00 ES2 MIA @ LA 10:00 ES2
CHI @ DAL 4:00 TEL Sat. Jul. 21
Sat. Apr. 28 DC @ MET 4:00 ESP
LA @ MIA 4:00 TEL Sat. Jul. 28
CHI @ TB 4:00 ESP All-Star Game 3:30 ABC
MAY AUGUST
Sat. May 5 Sat. Aug. 4
MIA @ CLB 4:00 TEL MIA @ MET 8:00 ES2
NE @ SJ 9:00 ES2 ) Sat. Aug. 11
Sat. May 12 KC @ COL 4:00 TEL
TB @ COL 4:00 TEL Sat. Aug. 18
LA @ MET 7:30 ES2 DC @ NE 4:00 TEL
Sat. May 19 TB @ LA 11:00 ES2
MET @ SJ 4:00 TEL Sat. Aug. 25
KC @ CHI 9:00 ES2 CLB @ DC 2:00 ES2
Sat. May 26 CHI @ LA 4:00 TEL
SJ @ CHI 4:00 TEL
SEPTEMBER

JUNE Sat. Sep. 1
Sat. Jun. 2 , CHI @ MET 4:00 TEL
CHI @ DC 2:00 ESP Sat. Sep. 8
LA @ CLB 4:00 TEL DC @ MIA 4:00 TEL
KC @ TB 7:00 ES2 Sun. Sep. 9
Sat. Jun. 9 CLB @ TB 5:00 ES2
DC @ DAL 1:00 ESP Sat. Sep. 15
KC @ MIA 4:00 TEL COL @ KC 4:00 TEL
LA @SJ 10:30 ES2 Sun. Sep. 16
Sat. Jun. 16 LA @SJ 4:00 ES2
CHI @ KC 4:00 ESP
LA @ MIA 8:00 ES2 OCTOBER
Sat. Jun. 23 Sun. Oct. 21
MET @ LA 4:00 ESP MLS CUP 1:30 ABC
CLB @ DAL 8:00 ES2
Sat. Jun. 30

-— LA @ DAL 4:00 ESP

@sponrs) MET @ CHI 8:00 ES2 E=—._n 2

TEAM KEY BROADCAST KEY

CHI Chicago Fire LA Los Angeles Galaxy ABC  ABC Sports TEL  Telemundo
CLB Columbus Crew MET MetroStars ESP  ESPN ES2  ESPN2
COL Colorado Rapids MIA Miami Fusion

DAL Dallas Burn NE New England Revolution . Schedule subject to change.

DC DC United SJ  San Jose Earthquakes : :
© KC Kansas City Wizards TB Tampa Bay Mutiny Al times are Eastern Standard Time

CAN‘'T MAKE IT TO THE STADIUM?
Watch MLS action on Soccer Saturday.

VIL. S net.com m E@Hﬂ@ @@@

©2001 MLS™. All rights reserved.



DEPORTES

R T G ©
D Eoril Eorile -

TELEMUNDO

Eﬂ_ Los Angeles at  MetroStars 7:30 TampaBay  at NewEngland 7:30
Chicago at  NewEngland  7:30 Columbus at  Chicago 8:00

Saturday, April 7 San Jose at  D.C. United 7:30 Los Angeles at  San Jose 1030
New England 1-2 MetroStars Columbus at  Dallas 8:30
Kansas City ~ 2-3  D.C. United Wednesday, June 13
Colorado 12 Miami Wednesday, May 16 MetroStars  at  D.C. United 8:00
Chicago 1-1 Columbus (0T) Columbus at  NewEngland  7:30 Kansas City ~ at  Los Angeles 10:00
Tampa Bay 4-2 Dallas Colorado at  MetroStars 8:00
San Jose 3-2 Los Angeles Saturday, June 16
Saturday, May 19 D.C.United  at  Kansas City 4:00
Saturday, April 14 MetroStars ~ at  San Jose 4:00 San Jose at  MetroStars 7:00
Columbus 2-1  Tampa Bay TampaBay  at  Miami 7:30 TampaBay  at  Columbus 7:30
Miami 10 New England D.C.United  at  Columbus 7:30 Los Angeles  at  Miami 8:00
Los Angeles 12 Kansas City Kansas City ~ at  Chicago 9:00 Dallas at  Colorado 9:00
D.C. United 02 Chicago New England at  Colorado 9:00
MetroStars ~ 1-1 Colorado (oT) Dallas at  Los Angeles 10:00 Wednesday, June 20
Dallas TR e Colorado at  NewEngland 930
Wednesday, May 23
. San Jose at  Dallas 8:30 Saturday, June 23
Wedna;day, s ] Miami at  Colorado 9:00 MetroStars  at  Los Angeles 4:00
Miarmi 12 Kansas City D.C.United at  Tampa Bay 7:00
3 Thursday, May 24 i New England at  Chicago 8:00
Saturday, April 21 MetroStars  at  Kansas City 8:30 Columbus at  Dallas 8:00
Tampa Bay 3-1  MetroStars Kansas City ~ at  San Jose 10:00
Chicago 2-3  Dallas (aT) Saturday, May 26
New England 12 D.C. United San Jose at  Chicago 4:00 Saturday, June 30
San Jose 12 Miami Miami at  Tampa Bay 700 Los Angeles at  Dallas 4:00
Kansas City ~ 3-0  Columbus Dallas at  D.C. United 7:30 San Jose at  NewEngland  7:30
Colorado 0-1 Los Angeles Colorado at  Columbus 7:30 Colorado at  D.C. United 7:30
New England at  Los Angeles ~ 10:00 Columbus at  Miami 7:30
Saturday, April 28 MetroStars ~ at  Chicago 8:00
Chicago at  Tampa Bay 4:00 Wednesday, May 30 : Tampa Bay at  Kansas City 8:30
Los Angeles at  Colorado 4:00 D.C.United at  Miami 7:30
Dallas at  MetroStars  7:00 Los Angeles  at  Chicago 8:30
New England at  Miami 7:30 Colorado at  SanJose 10:00 JULY
San Jose at  Kansas City 8:30 Wednesday, July 4
MetroStars ~ at  Tampa Bay 7:00
H_ New England at  Dallas 8:30
MAY Saturday, June 2 Chicago at KansasCity 830
Wednesday, May 2 Chicago at  D.C. United 2:00 D.C. United at  Colorado 9:00
Kansas City ~ at  MetroStars 8:00 Los Angeles  at  Columbus 400 Columbus at  LosAngeles  10:00
Kansas City ~at  Tampa Bay 7:00 Miami at  SanJose 10:00
Setursay. may s ' Miami at  Dallas 8:30
’l;m(?nl]Jlnite d :i I(\:/(I):tjggrasrs 388 San Jose at  Colorado 9:00 Saturday, July 7
&k A - Dallas at  Columbus 4:00
Earlnpa dBay 2; Bh'ﬁ:go ggg Sunday, June 3 Chicago at  Tampa Bay 7:00
NZV(\’;E’E”Z] WA oo MetroStars  at  NewEngland  4:00 Kansas City  at  New England 800
Kansas City ~ at  Los Angeles  10:00 Moy at M, ) Fl
Wednesday, June 6 Los Angeles at  D.C. United 8:00
Wednesday, May 9 Dallas at  Tampa Bay 7:00 San Jose at  Colorado 9:00
Los Angeles at  Tampa Ba, 7:00 D.C.United at LosAngeles 10:00 -
New England at  D.C. United 8:00 Saturday, July 14
Saturday, June 9 Tampa Bay at  SanJose 4:00
Saturday, May 12 D.C.United  at Dallas 1:00 D.C.United at NewEngland 7:30
Tampa Bay at  Colorado 9:00 Kansas City ~ at  Miami 4:00 Colorado at  Chicago 8:00

66 MIL.Snet.com



at
at

fMetroStars at
TampaBay  at

Kansas City  at

D.C. United at
aturday, July 21

DC. United  at

Colorado at

ew England  at

n Jose at

allas at

gturday, July 28
D1 ALL-STAR GAME
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Inesday, August 15
at
ami at
Angeles  at
rday, August 18
.C. United  at
Jallas at
hicago at
8mpa Bay  at

Kansas City
Los Angeles

New England

Miami
Columbus
Dallas
Colorado
San Jose

MetroStars
Tampa Bay
Miami
Columbus
Chicago

San Jose, Calif.

Columbus
D.C. United
Kansas City

Tampa Bay
New England
MetroStars
Kansas City
Colorado

D.C. United

Colorado
New England
Chicago
Dallas

San Jose

Columbus
Chicago
Kansas City

New England
Miami

San Jose
Los Angeles

8:30
10:00

7:30
7:30
8:30
9:00
10:00

4:00
7:00
7:30
7:30
8:00

330

7:30
8:00
8:30

7:00
7:30
8:00
8:30
9:00

8:00

4:00
7:30
8:00
8:30
10:00

7:30
8:30
8:30

4:00
7:30
10:00
11:00

Sunday, August 19
Colorado at  Kansas City
Columbus at  MetroStars
Saturday, August 25
Columbus at  D.C. United
Chicago at  LosAngeles
New England at  Tampa Bay
MetroStars at  Miami
Kansas City ~ at  Dallas
Colorado at  SanJose
Wednesday, August 29
Dallas at  Tampa Bay
Columbus at  Chicago
> YT

Saturday, September 1

Tampa Bay at
Chicago at
New England at
Colorado at
Kansas City  at
Friday, September 7
New England at
Saturday, September 8
D.C. United at
Dallas at
San Jose at
. Los Angeles  at
Sunday, September 9
Columbus at

D.C. United
MetroStars
Columbus
Los Angeles
San Jose

MetroStars

Miami
Chicago
Kansas City
Colorado

Tampa Bay

Wednesday, September 12

Miami at
Columbus at
San Jose at
Saturday, September 15
Colorado at
MetroStars at
Miami at
Tampa Bay at
Chicago at
Sunday, September 16

Los Angeles at
Playoffs TBD

Sunday, October 21

MetroStars
Colorado
Los Angeles

Kansas City
New England
D.C. United
Columbus
Dallas

San Jose

MLS Cup 2001 in Columbus, Ohio

8:30
3:30

2:00
4:.00
7:00
7:30
8:30
10:00

7:00
8:30

12:30
4:00
7:30
10:00
10:00

8:00

4:00
8:00
8:30
9:00

5:00

8:00
9:00
10:00

400
7:30
7:30
7:30
8:30

400

1:30

MLS 2001
TV Schedule

Day Date

Teams

On ESPN
Sat., June 2
Sat., June 9
Sat., June 16
Sat., June 23
Sat., June 30
Sat., July 7
Sat., July 14
Sat., July 21

On ESPN2
Sat., May 5
Sat.,, May 12
Sat., May 19
Sat., June 2
Sat., June 9
Sat., June 16
Sat., June 23
Sat., June 30
Sat., July 7
Sat., July 14
Sat., July 21
Sat., Aug. 4
Sat., Aug. 18
Sat., Aug. 25
Sun., Sept. 9
Sun,, Sept. 16

On TELEMUNDO

Sat., May 19
Sat., May 26
Sat., June 2
Sat., June 9
Sun., July 8
Sat., Aug. 1
Sat., Aug. 18
Sat., Aug. 25
Sat., Sept. 1
Sat., Sept. 8
Sat., Sept. 15

On ABC
Sat., July 28
Sun., Oct. 21

*ID = Tape Delay

* The July 7 LA/D.C. game will be aired July 8 on TEL.

Chicago at D.C. United
D.C. United at Dallas

D.C. United at Kansas City
MetroStars at Los Angeles
Los Angeles at Dallas
Dallas at Columbus

Tampa Bay at San Jose
D.C. United at MetroStars

New England at San Jose
Los Angeles at MetroStars
Kansas City at Chicago :
Kansas City at Tampa Bay
Los Angeles at San Jose
Los Angeles at Miami
Columbus at Dallas
MetroStars at Chicago
Kansas City at New England
Miami at Los Angeles
Dallas at Chicago
Miami at MetroStars
Tampa Bay at Los Angeles
Columbus at D.C.United
Columbus at Tampa Bay
Los Angeles at San Jose

MetroStars at San Jose
San Jose at Chicago
Los Angeles at Columbus
Kansas City at Miami 4
Los Angeles at D.C. United | '
Kansas City at Colorado
D.C. United at New England
Chicago at Los Angeles
Chicago at MetroStars
D.C. United at Miami
Colorado at Kansas City

MLS 2001 All-Star Game
MLS Cup 2001

DATES AND TIMES SUBJECT
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Show us you're a fan! Send us your name and a picture of what you wear to
the stadium and you may see it in the next FreeKick!! Send them to:
FreeKick Fanatics, 110 E. 42nd Street, 10th Floor, New York, NY 10017.

“eEarned first two
' national team
caps against
China and
W Colombia in 2001.

«Won the silver

. ball at the FIFA

" U-17 World
Championship in
New Zealand.

s oHis nickname
is “Jitterbug.”

‘oveiopy auier (5) riumm_.

Answer:DaMarcus Beasley

MATCHUP

Match up the records
below with the numeri-
cal figures at the bottom:

A. Maost Assists in a sea-
son—{arlos Valderrama
B. Most Goals in a sea-
son—~Hoy Lassiter

C. Most Shutouts in a
season— lony Meola

D. Most Wins by a
‘keeper in a season—
Kevin Hartman

(116 (3)26
(2022 (4)27

Answer: 1997

7=p=21p=0.5=esaMSUY

Let us know what stories you want to read about. Send us your comments and suggestions at freekick@mlsnet.com.
72 MIL.Snet.com
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