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MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER

it’s about time

Just to remind you all before you get too carried away— no,
this is not the twilight zone; and yes, you are sitting in Spar-
tan Stadium watching (or about to do so) the inaugural game

of Major League Soccer!

Not to sound too disappointed, but
I think that we have perhaps
waited a little too long for the
MLS to finally get to this day.

THE EDITOR’S
WELCOME
MESSAGE—
NOW THAT

MAJOR
LEAGUE
SOCCER HAS
ARRIVED. ..

However, judging by the way that
every team seems to have pre-
pared, maybe the wait has been
justified. Many of us forget what
it takes to start a new company
rather than put on a month-long
competition, with reference to the
World Cup.

Naturally, there have been a lot of
naysayers, and T'
(without mentioning any names)
that they are, right now, eating
crow— and a bloody big one at that!

L, for one, have never said that the
U.S. was going to let down its soc-
cer fans in bringing a real league to
this vast land— and although we
have only got ten teams, I think
within a couple of seasons when
(hopefully) we have eventually con-
vinced all the other parties that soc-
cer can make it in this country will
we see a few more added to the mix.

Personally, I would have liked the
league to start off with 14 teams.
This would have been a better for
the league and also stopped criti-
cism from Europe, saying that the
league lacks credibility.

However, the way that the league
has armed itself with some top-
quality players and managers
gives the league the necessary
tools in which to make it through
the initial weening years.

Probably the biggest scoop that
the MLS has been able to accom-
plish was the T.V. contract with
ESPN and ABC Sports. Naturally
we need the media to get involved
with the game in the US,

and one would say some

“age is better than

none. However, the coverage in
the past was always a big nega-
tive towards the biggest game on
the planet.

Even now, there are many national
tabloids who will reiterate the mis-
givings of the past— namley
hooliginism, nil-nil games and its
boring taste spring immediately to
mind whenever some deaf, dumb
and blind commentator seeks to di-
vulge into talking about a sport he
or she barely knows anything about.

Depending where you come from
in the world will obvously depend
on how you look at any game.
America has for the most part
revolutionized the game in some
respects. England, as many you
will know has seen its dark days

non from World Cup- USA 94
acted in someways as a blessing
in disguise. The English saw how
America prepared
to stage the game,
both from the

Here's hoping you'll be around for a long, long time
MLS will be playing with the

same-sized goals as is the global
standard.

. Getting back to MLS, rememeber

that this is only the first game of
a long and hopefully rewarding
season. The start of qualification
for the France’98 World Cup is
underway, and with it comes even
more coverage of the U.S. Na-
tional team.

One thing which has struck me re-
cently is the initial followng of
each of the conference teams is
remarkably strong. The World-
wide Web is also acting as a cata-
lyst not only for the American
viewer to come up to speed on the
top teams, marque players, it has
also acted as a very good media
tool to let the rst of the world know
that U.S. Soccer is ready to com-
pete with the very best in the
world— and believe me, once this
league has secured itself then the

be enag
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Will there be a world champion-
ship in the offing for America?
Probaly not in 1998, but with the
likes of Claudio Reyna and
Juergen Sommer, the National
team has two very young world-
class players in which to build for
the upcoming championship—
more importantly, it (the USA)
has at last identifield that their
youth wants to right to choose
what it wants to play. Maybe the
coaches of Baseball and Gridiron
are too reserved to say it, but the
writing has been on the wall for
may years— soccer is finally get-
ting its just rewards.
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managment arena
to the playing field.
Hence, the English
game has seen one
of its biggest revo-
lutions since 1966.

How will America
change the game on
the field of play is
proably one of he
bones of contention
with most soccer
fans. Recently, a
proposal to widen
the goals is under
trial, as well as
timeouts so our
trusty advertiser
can hit you with an-
other bout of, can-
dies, drinks, toys
etc. And, unfortu-
nately I think that
we are going to see
the implication of at
least one of the
above items. Fortu-
nately— at least
until FIFA has some
official say-so—
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NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY METROSTARS
MANAGER: Eddie Firmani

HOME GROUND: Giants Stadium (capacity 77,000/26,691 for MLS)
LOCALTV: MSG (Prime Network affiliate), . games

TICKET INFO: 1-(800)-330-4666 or(201) 531-2800

STRIP COLORS: Yellow, red, gray and black (Kits
madebyNike)

ABOUTTHE MANAGER:Firmani,avetefanofneady30vearsafﬂle
coachingwarsfromvarious ports of callaround the globe, retumstothe
scene of his best
accomplishments, Giants
Stadium, where hetwiceled
the NASL's Cosmos to
championships. Whileinthe
NASL, Firmaniled the Tampa
BayRowdies, aswellasthe
‘T7and'78Cosmostoleague
titles. Fimanihasalso coachedteams onthreecontinents,
starting in Englandwith Chartton Athletic before movingon
thetheNASL, andthenproceedingtotheMiddleEastin 1984,
Mlerehespentﬂmnexttenyearsbemeenkuvvaiwmmmd
theUnited Arab Emirates. Firmani's playing careertook him
from Charttontoltalian Serie’A’sides Sampdoria, Inter Milan
and Genoabefore retuming to Charlton tofinish his playing 2

days. BominSouthAfricaandraisedinEngland, Firmani—throughhis grandfather of taliandescent—

OUTLOOK: While the Metrostars'rosterisfarlacking the league-of-many-nations personnel he
hadwith the Cosmos, Firmanidoes havea greatdeal ofhome-grown andinternationaltalentat
hisdisposal. Skipper Peter Vermes, theformer USA international, leads alist of talented strikers,
whichalsoincludes fellow Jerseyite Jorge Acostaand USA Under-23topscorerA.J.Wood. Former
ACMilanandtalian World Cup star Roberto Donadoni, alongwith USA playmaker TabRamos, spur
onwhatshould beaveryfluid midfield, and Firmani had enoughfaithinhis defense—upon the
prospectof drafting ex-Genoaman Nicola Caricola—to trade another high draftpick, hardman
Troy Dayak, tothe San Jose Clash.

PLAYERS TOWATCH:VermesandWoodupfront, MFs Donadoni (whoFimmanishouldplantobuid

theteamaround), Ramosand USAU-23 star Damian Silvera; D Caricola; ex-USA GKTonyMeola.
PLUSES: Somany quality attacking options, especially through the midfield. Firmani, who should
bringanatmosphere ofdeja vurto Giants Stadium. The wealth and balance of New Jersey-and
international-based talentat Firmani's disposal.

MINUSES: Withsomuch varied talent, whowill sit—and will they be contentdoingso? There's
only oneballforall these attacking midfielders. How will Firmanibalance the team when allthe

* USAU-23sareaway? How's Meola's mindset entering the season?

PREDICTION: 1stinthe East. Definite championship contender.

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION

MANAGER: Frank Stapleton

HOME GROUND: Foxboro Stadium (capacity 60,312/22,365for MLS)
TICKET INFO: 1-(800)-946-7287 or (508)
543-8200

LOCALTV:WABU-68. Intotal, 29 of New
England’s 32 gameswillbeonTV. Inother
words, the Revolution will be televised...
heavily.

COLORS:Red, whiteandblue (by Reebok)

ABOUTTHEMANAGER: Frank Stapletonneedsno introductiontofans ofEnglishandEuropeansoccer,
forthathehas oneof the greatesttrackrecords ofany playerinthe! history of soccerleagues overseas.
Stapleton, 39, theall-timeleading scorerfor the Republic of Ireland’s national team with 20 goalsin71
appearances, playedfor 17 years onthe European continentfor suchreknownedclubs as Arsenal,
Manchester United, Derby CountyandBlackbum Roversin England, AjaxinHolland,andLeHarvein
France. Whileinthe English League, Stapletonholds the distinction ofhavingplayedinmoreF.A. Cup
finalsthanany otherplayerinthelongandstoried history of that competition—havinggonetoWembley
fivetimes, he played onthreewinning sides, twicewithMan. Utd. and oncewith Arsenal.
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WhilethatF.A. Cupdistinctionshouldhaveagreatmotivational
bearing onhis playes, it should fairly be noted that his great
playing career has not as of yet translated into a steady
managerial career. Inless than three years, Stapleton has
bouncedaround the Englishleagues from player/manager
capacities with Huddersfield Town and Bradford Cityaswell
asanassistantcoaching position with Queens Park Rangers
lastseason. Perhaps New England willbe his renaissance.

OUTLOOK: This shouldbeanevent-drivensoccer summerin
" NewEngland—withthe USA-ScotlandandLiverpoo--Juventus
friendliesand U.S. Cup'96 going on, willthe hometown MLS
teambeany exception? Stapletonhas builthisteamaround
defenseasZakIbsen, Canadianinternationallain Fraserand
USAinternational stars AlexiLalas and Mike Bums line up
infrontof capable keeper Jim St. Andre. Stapleton’steam oughttogoforward justas easily
asitstopsopponents—Argentine AlbertoNavedahas impressedincamp, ashasandPaul Keegan,
thelone Dubliner on Stapleton’s squad.

PLAYERS TO WATCH: The entire back-four, especially the partnership of Lalas and Burns; Fs
Naveda, Yugoslav Bojan Vukovic and Italian Guiseppe Galderisi (Lalas’ former teammate at
Padova); USA U-23 starlmad Baba; MF John DeBrito (“arevelation”incamp, says Stapleton).
PLUSES: Astrong defense—that simple. Lethalfinishersin Galderisi, Vukovic, and Naveda.
MINUSES: Whowillbe the supplierfrom midfield?— Stapleton has hinted thatNaveda or Vukovic
may havetodropback. Whowiill step upwhen Lalas, BumsandFraserare away on CONCACAF-
based World Cup qualifying duty?

PREDICTION: 2nd, East. Foxborowill behosting MLS sfirst-ever championshipmatch—willthe
Revolutionbeapart of it?

MANAGER: ThomasRongen
HOME GROUND: TampaStadium (capacity 74,301/
16,000for MLS)

TICKETINFO: (813)289-6811

LOCALTV: Tobeannounced

STRIP COLORS: Chlorophyll green, midnightnavy,
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CAN VALDERRAMA AND LASSITER INSPIRE THE MUTINY?

ABOUT THE MANAGER: Thomas Rongen, who will lead the Mutiny onits maiden voyage, has
the luxury on his side of having been former teammates of two of the most charismatic and
influential playersfrom the old NASL—Johann Cryuffand Teofilo “Nene” Cubillas. ButRongen—
whohasbeenafixturein Florida’s soccercommunities since 1981—was, during his playing days,
aworld-class playerin his ownright, and hopes that the experiences thathe gainedina longand
industrious playing career canrub off on his Mutiny players
like playing with Cryuffand Cubillas once affected him.

To date, Rongen’s credentials for being amanagerina
domesticleague leave himwell-endowed. Priortocoming
totheMutiny, Rongen, 39, served asaplayer/manager with
the APSL's Fort Lauderdale Strikers, leadingthemtoa 73-62
recordand oneleaguetitle over sixseasons. Simultaneously,
Rongen served as the head coach of the men’s soccer
programatNova Southeastem Universityin Fort Lauderdale,
leading Novato a 53-39-9 mark as well as frequent NAIA
playoffappearances.

OUTLOOK: Rongen, toreflecton his days once uponatime
playingwith thelikes of Cryuffand Cubillas, has something
very closebyfocusing the emphasis of thisteam on Colombian
superstar Carlos Valderrama. Yettheflossy-andbig-haired midfield maestrohas plenty or support
inattack, with USAinternational striker Roy Lassiter (who could attimes be awithdrawnwinger),
Trinidad & Tobago nternational striker Evans Wise and last summer’s A-League top scorer Peter
Hattrup spearheading the Mutiny's forward sorties. Martin Vasquez, Frank Yallop and USA
international Cle Kooiman spearhead what should be ahard-nosed defen\se.

PLAYERS TO WATCH: Valderrama (defintely not past his prime); Lassiter; Wise; Hattrup;
Kooiman; and GK Mark Dougherty—whomay be theleague's top ‘keeper by season’s end.
PLUSES: Theattack, which promisestobe quite creative—justwatch Valderramaand Lassiter
link up. Dougherty, longunheralded, should receive his due atlong ast.

MINUSES: Who will attack up the flanks? Team mightbe suspect to the odd counter-attack.
PREDICTION: 3rd, East. Giventherightbreak ortwo, the Mutiny could be adarkhorse orasleeper
comeplayofftime.

WASHINGTON D.C. UNITED

CO-MANAGERS: Bruce Arenaand Bob Bradley

HOME GROUND: RFK Stadium (capacity 56,500/
23,865 for MLS)

LOCALTV: Home Team Sports (Prime Network
affiliate), 19games
TICKET INFO: ( 703) 478-6600
STRIP COLORS: Red, white andblack (by adidas)

s
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ABOUT THE MANAGER: For information about Arena, see the related feature on Page 9.
Bradley—who will coveras the managerin charge
when Arenais off on his other duty, as managerofthe
U.S. Under-23 National Team, the country’s Olympic
team-in-training—is reunited with Arenaafterleaving
his postat lvy League power Princeton University.
Priorto taking charge of the Tigersin 1983, Bradley
servedasatopassistantunder Arenaatthe University
of Virginia.

OUTLOOK: Bruce Arena, whose honors included
winning four straight NCAA titles and a staggering 83
percentofhis gamesatthe University of Virginia, has
builtwhathe hopes to be another winner by assem-
bling eightex-Cavs onthe D.C. Unitedroster, capped
offby the supplemental draft-day trade acquistion of
goalkeeper Jeff Causeyfrom the Kansas City Wiz. But
itisanother pair of UVaalums whowill be United's centerpiece—USAintemationals John Harkes
and Jeff Agoos. United will go forward with the likes of Agoos, Harkes as well as Bolivian
internationals Marco Antonio Echeverry and Juan Berthy Suarez, butwillthe defense have enough
tacttokeep the opponents out?

PLAYERS TOWATCH: Harkes; Agoos; Echeverry; back-linghardmen Erikimler, ClintPeayand Thor
Lee.

PLUSES: Avery competentattack, led by Harkes and Echeverry. Theleadership of Arena. The
UVacohesion.

MINUSES: Will United have the same comfortzoneand commitmentunder Bradleywhen Arena's
away coachingthe USAU-23s on Olympic duty? Willmembers of the back-four be togetherlong
enoughatthe same time—or willthey booked into submission? And after Harkes and Shawn
Medved, whowillanchor the midfield?

PREDICTION: 4th, East. Couldbehigher, butthe Arenafactorweighs asaheavy question-mark—
perhaps theiffiest MLS has to offer.

COLUMBUS CREW

MANAGER: Timo Liekoski

HOME GROUND: Ohio Stadium (capacity 96,400/
18,748for MLS)

TICKETINFO: (614) 221-CREW [2739]
LOCALTV: Tobeannounced.

STHIP COLORS:Black, goldand metallic silver (by

EMANAGER: TimoLiskoskicanbestbe described
asa Irfe('———rfnotmoumghtcoadnng legend—inOhiosoccer
circles. Liekoski, resident of Solon, Ohio, and a native of
Finland who attended college in the U.S. on the G.I. Bill, may have been in charge of every
conceivable professional team the state has everhoused i.e., the MISL's Cleveland Force, the
NPSL'sCantonInvaders),andledtocham-
pionship-caliber situations. But, asan
outdoor coachinthe old NASL, Liekoski
won Coach of the Year honors with the
Houston Hurricanein 1978 after serving
his apprenticeship under Ron Newman
with the Dallas Tornado. Liekoskialso
went on to oversee teh fortunes of the
NASL's Edmonton Drillers.

Mostrecently, Liekoskiserved as anas-
sistant to Bora Milutinovic and Steve
Sampson with the U.S. National Team
program before beingappointed as man-
agerof U.S. Soccer's Under-23 squad.
Butthatwas ahead-coachingassignment
whichended sour, whenhewas giventhe
sack afterthe U-23s went winless and
goallessinlastyear'sPan AmericanGames
in Argentina— this after the team had
goneinas that Olympic-style tournament
asdefending champions.

OUTLOOK: Thismay be Liekoski's chance toredeem himsetfas asuccessful pro outdoor coach,
afterbeing ceremoniously dumpedas the USA's U-23boss. And the bevy of youth onthis squad
already makes fora daunting challenge ahead. But Liekoski does have at his disposal lots of
international-caliber talent— South Africa’s Doctor Khumalo, Uruguay’s Adrian Paz, Canada’s
Mark Watson and USA defenders Brian Bliss and Paul Caligiurilead the ranks. But with the likes
of BrianMaisonneuve and Rob Smith, the Crew may be hitthe heaviestcome Olympictime. lfany
MLS managers get the sackin this first season, Liekoskimay be thefirst to go—especiallyifthe
Crew start slowly and do notrecoverby the 4th of July.

PLAYERS TO WATCH: Khumalo (coming off winning the African Nations Cup); Paz; Caligiuri;
Watson; F Billy Thompson.

PLUSES: Theleadership of Caligiuri and Khumalo. An undefeated preseason (3 wins, 3 draws)
couldbodewellcoming outofthegate. Butit'sagoodthingMLS hasnorelegationissuestodecide.
MINUSES: Toomuchyouth. CanBrianMcBridelive up tobeingtheleague’stop overalldraftpick?
CanBo Oshonyiand Kevin East cutitat keeper? One could goonandon..

PREDICTION: 5th, East. Could challenge for the dishonor of being MLS's bonom club.
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SAN JOSE CLASH

MANAGER: Laurie Calloway

HOME GROUND:Spartan Stadium (capacity 31,218/19,166 for
MLS)

TICKET INFO: (408) 985-GOAL [4625]

STRIP COLORS: Celery green, forestgreen, red, light teal, black
(Kitsmade by Nike)

ABOUT THE MANAGER:
About Laurie Calloway, see
related feature on Page 9. Calloway is backed up by
FranciscoMatturanaRuiz(assistantcoach)and David Gold
(goalkeeperscoach).

OUTLOOK: BayAreasoccericonCallowayappearstohave
givenSan Joseyetanotherwinnerinthecity’s storied pro
soccer history. Froman attacking standpoint, the Clash
will quite simply be adelight towatch—with the likes of
USA all-time top goalscorer Eric Wynalda, Jeff Baicher,
PaulBravoand even JohnDoyleand Troy Dayak coming out
oftheback, the ballwillbein the back of the netquite often.
Andtheymay stillbe abletosignMexico'stopscorer Carlos
Hermosillo topartner Wynalda. The defense, atleaston
paper, is solid, with Dayak, skipper Doyle, Nigerianworld
Cup starMichaelEmenaloand theversatile Tim Martinall
abletooverpower opposingattackers.

PLAYERS TOWATCH: Wynalda(whocould easilybe MLS'sMVPifhefollows up hisCONCACAF
Gold Cupform); playmakers Baicherand Bravo; Doyle andEmenalointhe center of defense; and

Dayak (few hard mencomenard

Their home pitch of Spartan Stadium—the league’s narrowestfield, while not condusiveto
wingers, allows Calloway to tailor his team precisely to his team's park.

MINUSES: Whenwingersareneeded, will Altimont “Freddy” Butlerand converteddefender Ben
Iroha (Emenalo’s international teammate) cut the mustard? Can unproven keepers Dave
Salzwedeland Tom Linermake astatement— orwillitevenmatter onateam capable of scoring
two, three orfour goalsinany given match? Canthey fit Hermosillo under the salary cap?

PREDICTION: 1stinthe West. Haveallthe piecesinplace towin the league title.

COLORADO RAPIDS

MANAGER: BobbyHoughton

HOME GROUND: Mile High Stadium (capacity 76,123/1 8,500for MLS)
TICKET INFO: (303) 299-1599

LOCALTV: Tobeannounced.

STRIP COLORS: White, green, gold, blue and
gray (byPuma)

ABOUT THE MANAGER: Bobby Houghton has never
coachedinAntartica...itonlyseemslikehehas. Houghton,
inretumingtothe: climbs of North Americawhereheonce
ledthe Toronto Blizzard tothe NASL championship, has
had an entire adulthood in which to shape his globe-
trottingrésumeé.

“\Whenlwas 18, andplayingfor Fulham [inthe English League], BobbyRobson, whowasthe coach
there atthetime, encouraged all his players to look ahead to the possiblity of getting intothe
coachingprofession. Itookhimupon itrightaway, " says Houghton aboutonechanceencounter
withamanwhowouldlaterbecomeEngland's national teammanager—andalsoaboutan odyessy
whichbeganbackin 1968.

Sincethen, Houghtonhas spentthelast22 years insixcountries over four continents, coaching
atotalof sixdifferentteams—Malmo FC (Sweden)twice, Ethnikos (Greece), Bristol City (England),
the aforementioned Toronto Blizzard, Al-lttihad (Saudi Arabia) in two tours of duty, and OIS
Gothenborg (Sweden). Inadditiontothe Blizzard, he hasledMalmoand Aklttihad to championships,
andin 1979—inonly hisfifth seasonasatop manager—heledMalmotothe prestigious European
CupFinalbeforelosing 1-0to Brian Clough’s Nottingham Forest.

OUTLOOK: Upfront, Houghton has proven depthinRoy Wegerle, Jean Harbor, and South African

international goalscorer Shaun Bartlett, agroup which is capable of scoring a lot of goals.

CONFERENCE
PREVIEW

Syl

MLS

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER

PLAYERS TO WATCH: Wegerle; Harbor; Bartlett; Kinnearand Henderson, the strength of the
squadin preseason, according toHoughton; Ds Balboa, Butterworth, Troy “Chopper” Edwardsand
Steve Trittschuh; GK Khalil Azmi, capped 70-plus times by Morocco.

PLUSES: Thedepth of proven, clinical finishers. The playmaking triangle of Wegerle, Kinnearand .
Henderson— all pastor present USA internationals. Balboa’s leadership, by example and
otherwise. Thewinningreputation of Houghton. The thinairin Denver, which oughttocause
crosses tostay afloatatleastasplit-secondlonger.

MINUSES: Houghton this pastweek said that eventhough hehas Azmi, histeam stillneeds “an
intemational-class goalkeeper”—whatdoes this sayabouttheteam's morale? Willtheinjury bug
which plagued Wegerle at Coventry City bite him again? With all the attacking talent, whowill
sit—and will they be happy? The defense, though strong, cannotaffordalong-term injury.
PREDICTION: 2nd, West. Couldeasily challenge San Joseforthetop spotand, likethe Clash and
acouple of otherteams from the East, ateam of bonafide championship caliber.

KANSAS CITY WIZ

MANAGER: RonNewman

HOME GROUND: Arrowhead Stadium

(capacity 73,873/24,500for MLS)

TICKET INFO: (816)472-GOAL [4625)

LOCALTV: Tobeannounced.

STRIP COLORS: Blue, orange, yellow, green, white and black (by adidas)

ABOUT THE MANAGER: Ron Newman has accomplished justabout everything amanagerin
American soccer could possibly achieve since he started outin 1969. In the simplestterms
possible, Newmanisaliving, hing legend- i astaggerin of 701 games, 61.1
percent of his games and atotal of 13 chamj insi
differentleagues overatotalof 31 seasons, some overla
indoorand outdoor soccer alike.
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Midfielders Dominic Kinnearand Chris Henderson—bothlaterejects off Bora Milutinovic'sUSA
1994 World Cupsquad—should combinewellwith Wegerlein playmaking endeavors. AndUSA
captainandall-time caps leaderMarceloBalboaheadlinesa stoutdefensewhichincludesformer
Norwich City skipper lan Butterworth. Asolid club, all the way around.

Buy one order of Fish and Chips, get the 2nd order FREE!
Offer Not valid with other coupons or discounts
Expires April 30, 1996
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OFFENSIVE WIZARDRY IN KANSAS CITY?

Suchatrack record made himanatural choice to be the first manager the league everhired. “|
cameto Kansas City withavery shortlistof head-coaching candidates—one, " said Wizg.m. Tim
Lattauponannouncingthe hiring of Newman. “Ron Newmanisn'tjustawinner, he’sachampion.
He’s won championships in each of the last three decades, he has competed and coached
internationally, and he’s aremarkable ambassodor for the sport,” added Latta about the native
of Portsmouth, England, whose playing career saw him wearthe uniforms of Portsmouth, Crystal
Palace, Leyton Orientand Gillingham before coming across the Atlantic to play for the NASL's
Atlanta Chiefsin 1968 before taking his first coaching jobin 1969 with the Dallas Tornado.

Sowhatdoes Newman, afterwinning eight championships withthe MISL's San Diego Sockers—
fouronthe trot, twice— have to prove by coaching the Wiz? “l can’thelpit. Coaching'sinmy
blood,” he says. Andaboutcoming back to the outdoor game, which he’sbeenaway fromfordo
long, itwould seem? “I've never been that far away fromit... 'm constantly watchingitand
tinkeringaround withideasinmy brain,” he says.

We'llseeifNewmanstillhasthe Midas touch.

OUTLOOK: The paradox surrounding Ron Newman's Wizis fundamental: Theywill score lots of
goals, but will they prevent enough from hitting the back of the net from the other direction?
Newmandoes havealarge enough caché of attacking talentin which tobuildan offensive system
around, with the nucleus being USA international Frank Klopas, former Jamaican international
PeterIsaacs, Paul Wright and Eric Eichmann, and— perhaps the find of all at this position—
Zimbabwean star Vitalis “Digital” Takawira. While Newman canaffordto drop some of his surplus
strikers backinto midfield to complement sublime playmakers Prekiand Mark Chung, hemay not
have enough quality in his defense. Tommy Reasonerand Cameroonianinternational Samuel
Ekememay notbeenough. ~ %

PLAYERS TO WATCH: Takawira, perhaps the cream of the African players entering the league—

forinnovation.
MINUSES: Can the Wizscore enough goals tomake up forwhatmightbeapourous defense? Will
GKGarthLagerwey beanadequate coverwhen Chris Snitkois awayonUSAU-23duty? Newmanhas
beenawayfromtheoutdoorgame, fromahands-onviewpoint, forthelast 12 years—hasthe game
passedhimby?

PREDICTION: 3rd, West. A playoff cert—beyond that, maynotwin the championship, butwill
determine whodoes.

DALLAS BURN

MANAGER: DaveDir

HOME GROUND: Cotton Bowl (capacity 67,700/25,425 for MLS)
TICKETINFO: (214) 979-0303

STRIP COLORS: Red, green and black (by Nike)
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hewillscore goalsinliteral bundles; Kiopas; Prekiand Chung; defensive midfield stopper Mike

_LOCALTV: Tobea

ABOUT THE MANAGER: Dir comestoDallas as somewhat of
aconvenienthiringby Burng.m. Billy Hicks, since hewasbeing
employedby MLSastheleague’sdirectorof playerdevelopment.

Butdoeshavingheld suchaposition give Diranunfairadvantage
inhaving built his team? “Inthe MLS [single-entity] structure,
thatwould beimpossible,” he says about one single individual
having suchan outrageous advantage over all others.

DALLAS BURN

Dir, who hasin-lawsinthe
Dallas-Fort Wortharea(“Sothisislike cominghometome,” he
says), ratherrelys on his record as a championship-winning
manager with the APSL's Colorado Foxes, havingwon those
titlesin 1992 and '93.

OUTLOOK: Dir, arguably the most successful domestic club
managerin the '90s, puts his credentials to the testinahurry
ashisbestdefender Tom Soehn blew out his ACL duringcamp
andisoutforthe season—thisforacoachwhobuildshisteams
around defense. Even still, Dir had the Burn playing very
physicalin their preseason friendlies, fouling the oppositiona
minimum of 22 times per 90 minutes. Latins Hugo Sanchez
(Mexico)and Leonel Alvarez(Colombia) should provide pizazzup
front, and Ted Eck can score, too. The midfieldis as goodas one gets with Alvarez, Chad Ashton,
ex-Millwallfavorite John Kerr Jr. and Trinidad and Tobago international Brian Haynes, and Mark
Doddisan outstanding ‘keeper. Butwill this team survive without Soehn, its defensive kingpin?

PLAYERS TO WATCH: Alvarez(watch him emerge from Valderrama's shadow); MFs Washington
“Secco” Rodriguez(Uruguay'sreigning Footballer of the Year), Kerrand Haynes; Sanchezupfront,

PLI :Acapa ﬁk,ledbyAlvam. Rodriguez, and Eck. The cohesion offive ex-Colorado
Foxes (including Ashton, Dodd, Haynes and Mark Santel), who playedfor Dirinthe early‘90s. Dir's

asgoodas any tacticianin American soccer.

MINUSES: Theloss of Soehn may haveahugeimpact—willitcause the Bumtomissthe playoffs?

At37, does Sanchezhave enough left to competeatthe highestlevel?

PREDICTION: 4th, West. May notlook pretty— but Dirwill make this team cause problemsfor

theopposition. Theirstriplooks ike Arsenal's, butthey may wind up playing like Wimbledon.

LOS ANGELES GALAXY

MANAGER: LotharOsiander

HOME GROUND: Rose Bowl (capacity 100,092/28,000for MLS)
TICKET INFO: (80!

ABOUT THE MANAGER: It stands as common knowledge thatvirtually every strugging actor has
towaittables waiting for his or herbig break to getinto show buisiness. But soccercoaches? In
the case of Lothar Osiander, it's true.

Whileservingas the long-time coach of the semi-pro San
Francisco Greek-Americans, Osiander paid his duesas a
professional waiterat Graziano’s, an upscale Italian eaterie
inSanFrancisco’s Financial District—all this while build-
ingupareputationasahigh-class soccer coach.

Fromthe Greek-Americans, Osianderwas hiredby U.S.
Soccertotake charge of the Olympic and Nationalteams
from 1986-89 and the Olympic team alone through the
1992 Barcelona Games. During this period, Osiander
developedsuchfuturenationalteam stars as Paul Caligiuri,
Peter Vermes, John Harkes and others—all while the
United States was withoutatop-flightleague.

AfterthelastOlympic gig, Osiander—whofinds thathe doesn’thave towaittables anymore—was
hired by the A-League’s Atlanta Ruckus, a 1995 expansion team, in addition to servingasa
consultanttoU.S. Soccer’s coaching department.

Asfaras coaching the Galaxy, Osiander seesitno different than any other professional challenge
he’sfaced. Butwhatdoes he getthe greatestthrill outofin his profession? “Winning. Andgetting
themostoutofmy players,” hesays, matter-of-factly.

OUTLOOK: Osiander, who doesn'tseemtoreap enough creditfordevelopingU.S. Soccer's stars
ontheinternational stagein the ‘80s, may haveto do his best coachingjob here withthe Galaxy.
Cobi Jones leads the team with his scintillating sorties up thewings, butwillthey score enough
goals? After Salvadoran Mauricio Cienfuegos, thereis no other proven goalecorer. World-class
*keeper Jorge Campos may havetoplay upfront! Thedefense, however, is solid, with Robin Fraser
and MarkSemioliin theranks, is asolid unitin front of Campos. One othernote fromthe Galaxy
camp: Andrew Shue (yes, he of “Melrose Place” fame) has beenworking outwiththe Galaxyand
drawingrave reviews. Don'tlaugh; he justmight make this team better.

PLAYERS TOWATCH: Campos; Jones (andhis sheerspeedonthewings); Cienfuegos; Fraserand
Semio

PLUSES: Crowd-pleasing Campos. ltmaybeayoungteam, but Osianderworks wellwith under-
developedtalent.

MINUSES: Noapparentdepthupfront. Thefirstsixgames—whichincludeshome-and-aways
with Washington and San Jose— could see the Galaxy gowithoutawin; canthey surviveit? Is

Shue going to be areal player, apublicity stunt, or evenadistraction to this team?

REDICTION: 5th, West. Could sneakinto MLS s eighth andfinal playoffspotdepending onhow
1Osii ets out of his players and to what degree losing Soehn hurts Dallas.
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THE HOME AND AWAY Q & A

The UNOFFICIAL
Eric Wynalda Interview

The USA and San Jose striker talks about his prolifie— and controversy-laden— career to date
With apologies to many international-class players in the CONCACAF region. including Caio of Brazil, Ramon
Ramirez or Raul Rodrigo Lara of Mexico, Claudio Reyna or Tab Ramos of the USA, or even Dwight Yorke or
Arnold Dwarika of Trinidad & Tobago, no other player had a better Gold Cup last month than the USA’s Eric
Wynalda. The 26-year-old native of Westlake Village, California. attained this status at this time by doing

what he does best— scoring goals.

Although Wynalda’s goalscoring prowess and abilities cannot be doubted—he led all Gold Cup scorers with
four goals en route to becoming the U.S. National Team’s all-time leading goalscorer, now with 22— Wynalda
is, in truth, a solid all-around player. In fact, if he keeps playing the way he did at the Gold Cup, he will be
MLS’s MVP, as a member of the San Jose Clash, in the league’s first season... guaranteed.

ALY RIS RTS8 bt MORTA L ARk Datwe i Eric ARG dfot it sskamhs? of that rare category of

awfully close,” Colorado Rapids and USA sweeper Marcelo
Balboa told me about Wynalda during the course of the Gold
Cup.

Yet Wynalda has had to pay his dues in getting to where
he is today. He has had to endure his share of public
controversies— none more notable than when, in 1992,
then-San Francisco Bay Blackhawks manager Laurie
Calloway threw Wynalda off the team for what at the time
was termed “acts of insubordination”. However, that
turned out to be a blessing in disguise, as that allowed
Wynalda to ply his trade in Europe, in the German
Bundesliga, where he developed his game both profes-
sionally as well as personally.

And, oddly enough, he and Calloway have patched up
their differences to the point where the two are now re-
united with the Clash.

INTERVIEW
BY
WILLIAM W.
OLSON,
AMERICAN
SOCCER
CORRESPON-

Wynalda sat down with me recently at the Clash’s execu-
tive offices in Santa Clara, Ca., for nearly 45 minutes,
discussing matters such as the USA’s Gold Cup perfor-
mance, the coming of Major League Soccer, his experi-
ences in the Bundesliga, and his up-and-down. halcyon
days with the Blackhawks. Following are excerpts from
what was a highly candid interview.

Q.: First question... your overall impression of the
USA’s performance at the Gold Cup?

A.: What the Gold Cup proved to me was that despite
our third-place finish, we’re still the force we were dur-
ing CopaAmerica [last summer]. And it was very impor-
tant for us to prove that, to show that it was no fluke, and
I think we achieved that goal. But compounded by the
fact that we don’t get together as a collective unit all that
often. it really astonishes me how well we play when we
actually do get together. All the top players, we don't

seem to miss a beat.

Q.: You seemed to do very well with Joe-Max Moore
partnering you up front— but he played extensively
only because Ernie Stewart had to pull out with a late
ankle injury. Just how much did you miss Ernie?
A.: A lot, really. But the depth of the talent level we have
now shows how well any player can step into the starting
lineup and produce.

Q.:Many of my peers at the Gold Cup felt that the USA
had the best and most entertaining side. Do you
concur?

A.:We might very well have been, but you have to give
Mexico credit [for winning it]. And my hat’s off to Bora
[Milutinovic]— in the final against Brazil, he made sure
he kept six, seven, eight men behind the ball, particularily
when they were holding a lead. And he succeeded by
having his team play a tight, physical game against the
Brazilians. Bora just simply had the perfect gameplan.
And let’s not forget that he has developed and used the
young players which he has at his disposal very well, to
a point where they could win the tournament.

Q.:Given the way your team lost the semifinal—losing
1-0 by an own goal, despite dominating Brazil so
heavily— tell me this: Just how badly do you want

A.:Sure, we may have deserved to win that game— but
just look at the
evolution of progress
we've made against
Brazil. Four years
ago [in a friendly in
Fortaleza], we lost 3-
0in a game where we
Jjustwent in to defend;
we really didn’t
belong on the same
field with them. Then
we played them in the
U.S. Cup [in 1993],
losing 2-0by basically
playing them the same
way. Then came the
World Cup [second-
round] match, where
we lost 1-0 with both
teams essentially
down to ten men apiece. There we didn’t play well at all,
but since then we’ve played them a lot better.

And then there was the Copa America, where we played
them well. We were proud of ourselves in the respect that

lose via

the own goal. I think we’re working ourselves up the lad-
der— next time, we may tie them, and then we may beat
them outright.

Q.: But what about the fact that the last six times you ve
played Brazil, from the Fortaleza match inclusive, four
of those times the matches have been decided by the odd
Brazilian goal either a quarter-hour within the start or
end of the match? There has to be a significant amount
of pain there, true?

A.: Really, we don't have that much further to go... When
you check your watch 60 minutes into the game and it’s
still zero-zero, you say, “We have to win this,” rather
than, “We have a chance to win this.” At that rate, all we
really have to do is turn it up a notch in order to beat them.

Against a Germany, an lItaly, an Argentina, (dramatic
pause) a Brazil, the first time you make a mistake— it’s
like a bad boxer against a very good boxer, catching one
in the eye and looking at the mat after the first mistake,
wondering what happened. They capitalize on your
mistakes, like all good teams do. Right now we are getting
very good on capitalizing on other teams’ mistakes.
whether they happen very seldom or very often— but we
have to stop making mistakes ourselves. And that’s how
we will beat the elite.

Q.:Going into the Gold Cup final, between Mexico
and Brazil, Mexico had threatened to play the whole
tournament under protest if they had lost to Brazil.
Eventually, that did not happen. But does a state-
ment like that, with regard to the second-place play-
off which a Brazil win would have created, hint that
Bora Milutinovic is trying to duck the USA?

A.: Are you implying that he is scared to play againstus?

"W

Q.: Maybe. Do you think so?

A.: Ido think that Bora does not want to play against us

Sunday climax to English
Premiership season

Same-day, simultaneous May 5 fixtures hope to capture
same season-ending spirit as last year's dramatic clincher

Thefinal Premiership games of the English League season have once again been moved back24
hourstoallowlivetelevision coverage. PremierLeague chiefexecutive Rick Parryannounced that
the precedentsettwo years ago and continued lastterm would apply this seasonas well.

It means that the games due to be played on
Saturday, May4, willbe playedon Sunday, May 5,
with allthe matches kicking offat 1600 GMT and
BSkyBabletoshowgameslive. Lastseason, the
finaldaysawthetitle decided

in the most bizarre of fash-

ions, with Blackbumwinning
theirfirstchampionshipsince

1914 despite losing at

Liverpool because of
ManchesterUnited'sfailure

towinat WestHam.

Parrysaidthatthe decisiontomove allthe sched-

uled fixtures had been taken in the interest of

faimess.

“The decisionto move allgames will enable the
PremierLeaguetoensurethatnoclubreceivesan
unfairadvantage byplayingtheirfinalmatchlater
thananyoneelse.”

However, noteverygamewillhave

tobemoved. Pamryexplained.: “Clubs

mayapplytohavetheirfinalgame

moved backtothe Saturday ifthe

gameinquestionhasnobearingon

the Championship, qualificationfor
the UEFACuporrelegationissues.”

Lastseasonthe Endsleigh League Division One
program, which finished a week ahead of the
Premiership, was alsomovedbackadaytoallow
forlivetelevisedcoverage, althoughsimi-

“Thiswill bethe thirdyearthatthefinalfixturesof  lar plans for this season have yetto be

the seasonhave beenmovedby24hours,”hesaid.  detailed.

; April6,1996
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WYNALDA ON SAMPSON: “...HE BELIEVES IN US MORE THAN WE BELIEVE IN OURSELVES”

Butlooking at the Gold Cup, that tournament was designed
for a Mexico-Brazil final. Brazil was given five days rest
before their [semifinal] game with the United States,
while we were getting one. And Mexico was given
adequate restto play against Gi la, while Guatemal.
also had one day’s rest before their semifinal [against
Mexico]. When you look at that, it means that Guatemala
is supposed to lose. coming off one day’s rest— and
America’s supposed to lose, coming off one day’s rest as
well. You do the math.

If you’re the organizer of the Gold Cup. you want a USA-
Mexico second-place playoff. You have Azteca Stadium,
the L.A. Coliseum, or possibly the Rose Bowl, plus TV
rights— 125,000 people, at least, at Azteca at $25 a shot
plus TV rights, plus “BOR-A, BOR-A, BOR-A" in the
Coliseum, with the money that goes along with those TV
rights. I would want that if I'm organizing the playoff
because it’s still a part of CONCACAFE.

Q.: You’ve just described a two-legged, home-and-
away, money-spinning cup tie with championship
implications— one that would be a “win-win” situation
for all involved. If that’s the case, then why would Bora
want to duck it?

A.: A “win-win” situation? Not for Bora. Bora can only
lose. But the people organizing the games, they're the only
winners out of that. There’s just too much money changing
hands.

Q.: So then Bora could, regardless of winning or
losing the playoff. only come out on minus side?

A.: Oh, he’s got a good side, but he knows that it’s not
easy to play against the United States anymore. Steve
Sampson has said, “Bring himon.” Ifthat’s our attitude,
we'll play the game. He can’t beat us.

Q.: ribe:

is like right now.
A.:When we played Brazil last summer in the Copa
America, our coach, Steve Sampson, said, “We have to
get on this team.” The one thing we’re realizing about
Steve Sampson is that sometimes he believes in us more
than we believe in ourselves. And that’s unfortunate,
because we as a team now are a close-knit group. we
believe in ourselves now. but we cannot doubt ourselves

ional Team’s chemistry

and we were unsure of what we could do. But if we don't
play, we don’t have a chance. It’s a shame we had to go
a goal down in order to realize this. But we’re young and
we’re learning.

Q.: Speaking of Steve Sampson— do you think you’ve
become a better attacking player under him than
when Bora was your mentor? s Sl
A.: Ldon't think I've become a better player:; I think that
I've fit better into a system. It goes back to the confi-
dence factor, I think—this is just my opinion, and not a
criticism of Bora, or of Steve, for that matter— but Bora
believed in positioning. He would say to us, We keep
our position or we are dead. If we lose position, we are
dead.” :

..Steve Sampson, on the other hand, says, We are going to
try to keep our position. We are going to try to keep the
same position Bora has taught us. We are going to try to.

. But we are going to go forward. And I'm going to ask each

and every one of you to make the commitment to get back
and cover for the other players, because I believe in you as
a coach that you will do it. And I'm putting you on the field
because I know that you want to win. And this is how we
canwin.”

Now what this does to the rest of the players is that it
says, “The coach has enough faith in me and my abilities
going forward. I'll make that commitment because he
believes that I can score a goal if I go forward.” And he’s
not going to tell me, “Don’t go forward”— you can’t put
restrictions on players like that. What Steve Sampson
says to me— and I’'m not going to be milk-and-cookies
or a nice guy all the time— is that he’s never put a re-
striction on me. Steve's gift is that he knows what we do
well as individuals and tells us to do it collectively as a
team. Each individual player is given one instruction by
him— “Go out and do what you do best on the field, and
Il figure out how that works out for us as a team.”

Yet you will see, on ocassion, guys like John Harkes sit-
ting on the bench. Or even a Tab Ramos sitting on the
bench. But that’s because [Sampson]’s a coach, and he’s
asked that from his team to understand. Frankie Klopas
didn't play one minute in this tournament— and that is

unbelievable because he is one our best play-

ers. But Steve went to him and said, “This tour-
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nament is not your tournament. I need you to under-

stand that. 1 believe in you as a player and I 10¥e you as
a player, and you'll always be a part of this team. How-
ever, I've gol o Iry something new.” And that was Jeff
Agoos. If you have Jelf Agoos on the field, you camnot
have Frankie Klopas on the field. Sometimes things work
out that way.

Q.: Therefore, has it become mindboggling to you just
how deep this team has become?

A.: Frankie Klopas is a great example, as far as his
reaction to not playing. This is the guy who scored the
first goal against Argentina and scored the winning
penalty kick against Mexico [in the Copa America]—
there’s no question
how important he is
to this team, but he
sat for four games
and just watched,
trained every day
and waited for his
chance. ...Tab
Ramos sat out most
of the games in the
Copa America, and
he’s one of our best
players. John
Harkes (pictured
below) sat out the
first game against Jamaica in the 1993 Gold Cup, because
Bora asked him to be a team player.

Q.: Now you're back playing your club ball in the
‘States, with the San Jose Clash. Given your past ex-
periences with the San Francisco Bay Blackhawks,
winning championships there— does it feel like your
career has come full-circle in the last four or five years?
A.: I'have a way about me, that I am very honest; anyone in
this soccer business, who has played with or against me,
could attest to that. If you ask me a question, I give you an
answer. But there was a time where with some of the
answers, it was not the time to talk about them.

...Back in "92, for instance, with Laurie [Calloway], there
were some issues I addressed that didn’t need to be dealt

od team and one which wasn 't playing well
at the time. 1 chose to voice my opinion— and that’s all it
was, my opinion. At that time, it wasn't the right thing to do.
.As a player, I used to get very mad when things weren t
going well on the field, resorting to cheap shots and making
“very young” mistakes—after all, young people tend to
make mistakes. S5k :

But being on the field now, I have found that the most
important part about winning is being a team player, and
winning as a team. Being an individual is one thing, and
doing well individually is great— but I had a bad way of
dealing with it before. I amde it a personal battle, and
that doesn’t help the team. Being in Europe, I've just
become a better professional. Not so much of a better
player, but a better professional. I think I've just been
able to channel all of my energies into becoming a better
professional. Before, there were always little things
going on in my head, and I believe I've dealt with them.

Q.: But having played in Europe, like you’ve said,
isn’t coming back to America to play in MLS a bit of
a sacrifice for you and your career?

A.: You know, I've pondered the same thought. I talked
to Steve Sampson about coming back, and he said some-
thing very unique to me that made me feel a lot better. 1
said to him, “What do you think about me coming back to
play in MLS?”, and he said, “As a coach, I'm going to
say, ‘Greati You’re going to be available to play and help
me qualify for the World Cup [in 1998].””

2 Will

said, I think you know that now. I think you have not
[only] become a better player since 1987, whenl g!;ed to

CONTINUED ON
PAGE 15




FOCUS ON THE OPENING MATCH’S OPPOSING MANAGERS

Quiet, shy Arena looking for results
“natural” Calloway ready to
rebuild a champion

Bruce Arena, who was hired as manager of Washington D.C. United on January 3, 1996, may in fact
be the closest-watched manager in all of Major League Soccer, in this maiden se;;son f<;r the USA’s
new league. Is this, as an action, prudent? Perhaps not— if anyone other than a journalist were claimin

to practice this, it would be considered tacky. But given Arena’s influence, reputation and current statu%

-Soccer League’s Salt Lake Sting and San Francisco
Bay Blackhawks.

But getting a manager’s job in a top-flight soccer
league based in the United States, and

on the American soccer scene, it is an entirely just statement to make.

Reasons abound to explain why this manager will
be scrutinized so closely. For starters, Arena is
looked upon from afar as a collegiate coaching
legend— over an 18-year reign at the University
of Virginia by winning five NCAA Championship-s
outright, including four in a row over the last five
years, and maintaining a winning percentage
greater than 80 percent while stationed at the
Charlottesville campus.

While at UVa, some of the best American players
have participated in Aren&’s program, including
national team and World Cup standouts Tony
Meola, John Harkes, Claudio Reyna and Jeff
Agoos, and he has also groomed USA U-23
Olympic hopefuls Clint Peay, A.J. Wood, Damian
Silvera and Mike Fisher as UVa undergraduates.
No matter how you look at it, Arena’s reputation
for success with the Cavaliers is very respected—
not to mention a tough act to follow. -

And speaking of the USA’s U-23 Olympic squad...
Arena was named its manager on October 24,
1995, succeedIng Timo Liekoski, who was later
installed as manager of the Columbus Crew. The
44-year-old Arena faces a lot of pressure with the
Olympic team alone since It was expected to do
so well under Liekoski yet went winless In three
matches in last year’'s Pan American Games in
Argentina.

ruce was really our only choice for the job.”

the time o
Further specifying Arena’s winning consistency
as reason enough for Arena’s hiring, Rothenberg
was hopeful that Arena would also be in line for
any MLS team’s position, for which he’d have to
depart Charlottesvllle, for which Rothenberg had
a vested Interest since he, too, happens to be
MLS's chairman and CEO.

So the questlons persist. Can Arena make the
jump from college to the pros? Can he make the
U-23s competitive enough to challenge for a
medal 18 months after faltering in a major age-
group competition?

Above that, just how effectively can Arena juggle
the simultaneous jobs In charge? And how will

his D.C. United players respond when he's away

on U23 and Olymplc duty?

His colleglate reputation for winning ought to
serve as a strong starting point towards
answering these questions.

“Bruce Arena has been an integral part of [UVa's
athletic department] for 18 years and has always
represented the very best that the University of
Virginia has to offer,” UVa's athletic director
Terry Holland mused on the ocassion of Arena’s
resignation for the greener professional pastures
of D.C. United.

“Bruce’s record as a coach speaks for itself... He
possesses all the traits I wanted for the head
coach at D.C. United. And that he will also add
to our sales and marketing efforts because he has
tremendous identification with this area is just
icing on the cake,” said D.C. United g.m. Kevin
Payne upon announcing Arena’s hiring.

What Arena has relied upon as the man in charge
of both posts is an incredible faith in relying
upon players he’s won with before. This may be a
common trend among coaches and managers in
MLS, but only Laurie Calloway— who sits on the
bench opposite Arena in MLS's inaugural match—
has taken this trend to a greater extreme than
Arena has.

Eight UVa alumni litter D.C. United’s opening-day
roster, and the likes of Harkes, Agoos and Peay
just dot the top of the list. In addition, Arena
has at his disposal a solid list of players who, like
Harkes and Agoos, who've proven themselves at
the international level in Bolivian stars Marco

Antonio Echeverry and Juan Berthy Suarez, plus
the deadly finishing of El Salvador's CONCACAF
Gold Cup star Raul Diaz Arce.

As far as playing style, Arena is a traditionalist
via the modern game, opting to attack from a 4-
4-2 formation while employing a sweeper. From
this formation, Arena prefers to build from the
back, utilizing his wingers to the utmost in his
system. Wheriall things *are considered, this is
just the icing on the cake when he pursues
winning with D.C. United and the USA’s U-23s by
doing it the Virginia way.

Arena (pictured above left) may be, quite decid-
edly, a quiet, shy and reserved man. But if he
continues to let his results do his taking for him,
he and his teams should have no problem

* winning through 1996. - % el

On the opposite bench sits San Jose Clash
manager Laurie Calloway— a favorite of Bay Area
soccer fans since his days as a defender for the
North American Soccer League’s San Jose
Earthquakes from1974-79— who was seemingly
the only choice to head up Major League Soccer's
San Jose Clash when his hiring was officially

announced last December 7. And as natural as ~ ‘Hawks cruise deep into CONCACAF

his appointment seemed to be at the time,
Calloway has since wasted little or no time in re-
assembling the pieces of a team he had

previously coached to a championship just five

But, at least as importantly, his hiring continues
2 love affair he has had with the Bay Area, and
specifically the environs of San Jose, ever since
the first time he set foot on American shores
back in 1974.

“When I first came to this country, 1 was hoping
that soccer would succeed here, and finally we
have a first-class professional soccer league. To
be a part of it, and to be a part of it in my home,
in the Bay Area, is something I've wanted very
much,” said Calloway upon his hiring to head up
the Clash on the field.

How much does Calloway love the San Jose area?
A particular incident from his playing days as a
member of the Earthquakes seems to speak
volumes about this.

Following the 1975 season, when the ‘Quakes
were seeking to rebuild, g.m. John Carbray
sought to trade Calloway to their in-state rivals,
the Los Angeles Aztecs, in a deal that would bring
goalscoring striker Juli Veee to San Jose.
Calloway refused to report to the Aztecs, citing
that remaining in the Bay Area to raise his family
was more important to him than anything. After
all, Calloway had enjoyed a 12-year career in the
English League, playing for clubs like Blackburn
Rovers, Wolves, Shrewsbury Town and Stoke
City, so he knew first-hand about the rigors and
rewards of top-level soccer. He was simply ready
for the next phase of his professional life.

A public row involving Calloway, the Aztecs and
the Earthquakes ensued, and one which ended
when the Los Angeles team relented and let
Calloway remain with the Earthquakes. And the
'Quakes’ loyal fans never let him forget his
allegiance to their team and the area, capped off
when team captain Calloway received the key to
the city from then-San Jose Mayor Janet Gray
Hayes-an honor usually reserved for politicians
and other figures of public service— upon his
retirement as a player in 1979.

Another fact Calloway (pictured above right) cited
during his days with the Earthquakes was his
desire to get into coaching. And Calloway, 50, has
since proven to be, quite simply, a winner—
boasting a 118-82-8 record over ten professional
seasons spent with the American Soccer League'’s
Los Angeles Lazers, the NASL's California Surf and
Seattle Sounders, the American Professional

play a styl that emphasizes the attack,” while

specifically in the San Jose area, has always been
his long-term goal. But it is one which has seen
him endure considerable pain and sacrifice in the
journey en route to his destination, putting him
through “losing a couple of homes... and going
through a divorce” and not to mention a good
deal of considerable income otherwise.

And in getting the coaching job he has always
wanted, even the Clash's top brass confess that
he was a natural for the position.

“Given Laurie's history in the area, a lot of
people say he’'s the obvious choice for the job,
but what's more important is that he's the right
choice,” said Clash g.m. Peter Bridgwater upon
announcing Calloway's hiring. “He’s a man who I
won a championship with in 1985— and he’s the
one | want to win a championship again [in
MLS],” added Bridgwater, reflecting upon
Calloway's stint as manager of the

of the \’ﬁ%’%:n ‘Soccer League.

That was not Calloway’'s only championship
success in San Jose. As a player, following the
Aztecs row, he captained the ‘Quakes to the
NASL's Southern Division' crown in 1976, then
coached the Blackhawks to the APSL
championship in 1991. Calloway also saw the
play the

It

following season, venturing in
the Champions Cup before being ouste
eventual champs Club America of Mexico.

seeking to achieve this with as many ex-
Blackhawks as possible. The latter portion of the
equation, so far, has been a success, as no fewer
than nine former. Blackhawks off that 1991 title
team are now sporting the Clash’s colorful strip.

Among the members of that team who are
reunited with the Clash include U.S. National
Team all-time leading goalscorer Eric Wynalda,
striker Jeff Baicher, midfielders Paul Bravo and
Paul Holocher and defenders John Doyle and
Troy Dayak. Add foreign internationals Mike
Emenalo and Ben Iroha (both from Nigeria) and >
Jamaican Altimont “Freddy” Butler, and
Calloway has at his disposal a mind-boggling
total of ten players who, at one point or another
in their careers, have represented their country
at the topclass international level.

And this does not even include the Mexican
League's top scorer, Carlos Hermosillo, rumored
to link up with the Clash. At press time, the
Clash and MLS had yet to agree on a transfer fee
with Hermosillo's present club team in Mexico,
Cruz Azul.

Is Calloway excited about having all these capped
players? He said after the opening day of MLS's
first player draft, “Of the 12 players we have,
nine play for their [respective] national teams.
I've never coached a team with nine
internationals on it— and we may wind up with
even more. I'm actually quite excited by that...
We've got a tremendous team.”

And about the cohesion factor created by
reuniting all those ex-teammates? “It's a big
edge [in MLS] if you know guys who already have a
compatability,” he says. “It gives you a head start
over others in this league when that's already
done for you,” adds Calloway.

So do the Clash have what it takes to be a winner?
Given Calloway's panache for recognizing and
blending local and international talent alike, his
record as a championship-caliber manager and
how hard he has sacrificed to get this job with the
team, plus the intangible called “karma”, it's
quite possible. The San Jose Clash, under his
leadership, even have all the ingredients— on
paper, at least— to contend for Major

League Soccer’s first championship.

April 6, 1996



SPOTLIGHT ON ACTION AND NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TOP EUROPEAN LEAGUES

Winl!ﬁodon managertakes his 40-1 quarter-fi-
naloutsidersto
Stamford
Bridge boosted
by their Boxing
Daywinthere.
But an afte

ing soccerwar
games withthe
Chelsea boss
(pictured below
left) has taught
Kinnear not to

underestimate someone he has watched closely
since Hoddle was ayoungsteremergingasthesun

Hoddle’s the man for the job— Kinnear

Hoddleis destined to hecome England man-
ger, believes FA Cup rival Joe Kinnear. The

setonhis own careerat Tottenham. “Twoweeks

o
was very interesting.

of adoubt.

agothe Premiership sponsors Carlingarranged a
lunchwith me, Glenn and Gerry Francis (current
Spurs manager), chairedby TerryVenables, when
we metand discussed football and the way it's
shaping up,” revealed Kinnear.

“We spentaboutsix hours on the tactic board,
mmmWsteachother. it
interesting. “Obviously we discussed
England. Both Glennand Gerry have the abilityto
bethe nextEngland manager, withoutany shadow

Atthemmmm tmm”bﬂ[faall the

hat into the ring. Mind you, I'mmﬁm-nam
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laughed!
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With just one month left in the major European leagues the heat is on for the likes
of Manchester United, Barcelona, Paris Saint Germain and Glasgow Rangers—
all leaders in their European countries’ respective top leagues.

In England, while Manchester United and
Liverpool were
busy advancing
their merry little
ways to the F.A.
Cup Final— 2-1
over Chelsea and

THE FA. PREMIER LEAGUE 4
—_—— tively— Garry

Flitcroft was sent
off after just three minutes of his Blackburn
debut and then watched as the defending (and
soon to be ex-) champions slipped to a 3-0
defeat at the hands of Everton at Ewood Park.
Flitcroft, a £3.2-million arrival from Manches-
ter City, was dismissed after clashing with
Tony Grant and Duncan Ferguson. Daniel
Amocachi fired the Merseysiders ahead after
71 minutes and Andrei Kanchelskis then scored
twice after 75 and 89 minutes against a Rovers
side who could not cope with the loss of
Flitcroft— and injured Alan Shearer.

Queens Park Rangers grasped a Premiership
lifeline and plunged Southampton deeper into
the relegation quicksand with a vital 3-0 victory
in the basement clash at
Loftus Road. Rangers boss
Ray Wilkins, who had de-
manded maximum points
from his side’s last six
matches as a minimum re-
quirement for survival, had
the extra boost of seeing his
side climb off the bottom of
the table above
Southampton and Bolton following the
Lancashire club’s draw with Manchester City.
Defender Rufus Brevett grabbed his first senior
goal after 23 minutes, Daniele Dichio’s 11th
goal of the campaign after 59 minutes, and Kevin
Gallen’s 77th-minute strike completed a fine
win.

But at least the Saints remain out of the bottom
three as Coventry City’s second-half col-
lapse allowed Tottenham Hotspur to boost
their challenge for a European place with a 3-
I win at White Hart Lane. Skipper Dion Dublin
gave the Sky Blues an interval lead with his
16th goal of the season after 21 minutes, but
Teddy Sheringham brought Spurs level after
SIminutes and Ruel Fox put them ahead a
minute later before completing the scoring on
65 minutes.

Niall Quinn scored the fastest goal of the day for
desperate Manchester City after one minute
and 20 seconds against rapidly-improvingBolton
Wanderers at Burnden Park. But the visitors
were hanging on fora
vital point after John
M«.Gmlay brouéhl

cially Nicky
Summerbee was sent
off a minute later for
his second bookable
offense.

after

As mentioned, Bolton swap places with QPR
at the bottom of the table, but the relegation
equation is now even more complicated fol-

At least
substitute

lowing the latest set of results.
Wimbledon
Dean Holdsworth’s 81st-minute strike— his
16th of the season— giving the Dons a 1-0
victory over Nottingham Forest at Selhurst
Park.

eased their worries,

Leeds United manager Howard Wilkinson,
under intense pressure following last Sunday’s
Coca-Cola Cup final hammering by Aston
Villa, warned his critics that he was not ready
to quit before the Elland Road clash with
fading Middlesbrough. But Wilkinson saw
his woes increase with a 1-0 defeat, Graham
Kavanagh settling the issue from the penalty
spot after Lucas Radebe’s fourth-minute foul
on Nick Barmby.

Wilkinson’s mood would not have been helped
by the loss of "keeper John Lukic through
injury at halftime— he was replaced in goal by
Radebe— and a48th-minute
penalty miss by skipper
Gary McAllister.

In Italy, French midfielder
Marcel Desailly and striker
Marco Simone scored sec-
ond-half goals as injury-hit
AC Milanbeat Piacenza2-0
to open up an eight-point lead
at the top of the division with
seven games left.

Desailly slotted in Roberto Baggio’s 51st
minute corner and Simone— playing his first
game since fracturing his jaw earlier this
month— netted his seventh goal of the season
15 minutes later.

Elsewhere, third-placed Fiorentina rallied
with two goals in six minutes from Sandro
Cois and Pasquale Padalino to end Inter

N A
set to go dlown to the Wire

3.

‘!\‘11 ’t.v ll op

Milan’s six-match winning streak 2-1 after
Felice Centofanti had given them the lead.
Italian international Giuseppe Signori scored
a hat-trick to lead Lazio to a 3-0 win over
Vicenza. AS Roma stayed even on points with
Lazio by defeating Bari 2-1. Cremonese
boosted their chances of staying in the first
division by beating bottom club Padova, 2-1

Veteran forward Roberto Mancini scored twice
to help Sampdoriato a 4-2 rout of Udinese in

field at the end of the first half with the score
1-1. The power returned, although not com-
pletely, 40 minutes later and the referee or-
dered play to resume despite poor visibility.
Former Italy international Mancini put visi-
tors Sampdoria ahead after 31 minutes. Striker
Oliver Bierhoff, who scored both of Germany s
goals in their 2-0 win
over Denmark last
Wednesday, headed in
Udinese’s equalizer in
first-half injury time.
When the lights re-
turned, Sampdoria
dominated. Mancini
turned in winger Enrico
Chiesa’s cross in the
55th minute and Chiesa scored his 16th goal of
the season 10 minutes later from a breakaway.
Croatian midfielder Sinisa Mihajlovic’s free
kick slipped throughreserve goalkeeper Attilio
Gregori’s hands in the 72nd minute to put
Sampdoria 4-1 up before striker Francesco
Marino notched his first Serie A goal in the

76th minute for
Udinese.
Bayern Munich

struck a major psy-
chological blow in
the German league’s
title race when they
beat reigning cham-
pions Borussia Dortmund 1-0 to go top of the
table Saturday night.

A superb goal from Ger-
man international
midfielder Mehmet
Scholl in the 38th minute
steered the record
Bundesliga champions
to a crucial victory in an
intense top-of-the-table
clash played before a ca-
pacity 63,000 crowd in Munich.

Bayern now have a two-point lead over sec-
ond-placed Dortmund but have played one
more game than their rivals.

However, the victory was marred at the end
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a late maich interrupted by a stadium power

when Scholl struck a Dortmund’s Swiss striker
Stephane Chapuisat in the face in front of
millions of television viewers.

Scholl said afterwards that he was sorry about
the incident. “T will apologize. I did not mean it
to be bad,” he said. But Dortmund coach Ottmar
Hitzfeld said: I think it’s sad when a top player
like Scholl loses his nerve.” Bayern trainer Otto
Rehhagel added: “He is a top player but he has a
lot to learn. ““He shouldn’t have done that... If he
e a world-class player, he must
R

The first half featured four yellow cards and few
goalscoring chances until former German inter-
national captain Lothar Matthaeus struck a per-
fectly-weighted pass from midfield to Scholl on
the right-hand side of the box.

The diminutive midfielder, who is likely to play
a leading role in Germany’s European Champi-
onship campaign in June, lobbed the ball per-
fectly over Dortmund keeper Stefan Klos into
the left-hand corner.

With third-placedBorussia Moenchengladbach
10 points behind Dortmund despite a 2-0 victory
at struggling Eintracht Frankfurt, the title race
is very much a two-horse race.

In Portugal, Benfica won 3-1 at Boavista to
secure second place in the Portuguese first divi-
sion— despite being reduced to 10 men from the
35th minute. Defending champions Porto have
acomfortable 10-point lead with a game in hand.
Bobby Robson’s men meet Uniao de Leiria at
home Sunday.

In Spain, a lucky goal by midfielder Oscar

Garcia was enough to give Barcelona a 1-0

victory over struggling Albacete, a result which

keeps Johan Cruyff’s side still in the race for the
Spanish title.

Barcelona had allowed
Albacete to take control
of the game in the first
half but the Catalan side
came out strongly after
the break. And they went
ahead in the 52nd minute
when Abelardo
Fernandez rose to meet a cross from Guillermo
Amor.

The ball broke kindly for Garcia, who side-
footed home the winner. With eight games left to
play after this weekend’s fixtures, Spanish fans
are already eagerly anticipating Barcelona’s
game with Atletico in the Nou Camp stadium
scheduled for April 20, which will almost cer-
tainly decide the destiny of the championship.

Real Madrid did arch-rivals Barcelona an
unexpected favor when they beat Spanish



Colorado Rapids

Sat., Apr 13 @ Kansas City Sat., Apr 13 Washington D.C.
Sun., Apr 21 Dallas Sat., Apr 20 Tampa Bay
Sun., May 5 Kansas City Sat., Apr 27 @ NY/NJ

Wed., May 8 e San Jose Th., May 2 @ Kansas City
Sat., May 11 Tampa Bay Sun., May 5 @ Dallas
Thurs., May 16 @ NY/NJ Sat., May 11 New England
Sun., May 19 @ Columbus Wed., May 15 @ Washington DC
Sat., May 25 @ New England Sun., May 19 Colorado
Wed., May 29 Dallas Sun., May 26 @ Los Angeles
Sun., June 2 Washington DC Sat., June 1 @ San Jose
Sat., June 8 @ Tampa Bay Sat., June 8 Kansas City
Wed., June 12 New England Wed., June 19 Colorado
Sat., June 15 @ Dallas Sat., June 22 @ Tampa Bay
Wed., June 19 @ Columbus h., June 27 @ New England
Wed., June 26 @ Los Angeles Sun., June 30 NY/NJ

Sun., June 30 Los Angeles h., July 4 @ Tampa Bay

Angeles Galaxy B NY/NJ MetroStars

Sat., Apr 13 NY/NJ Sat., Apr 13 @ Los Angeles
Sat., Apr 20 e Washington DC Sat., Apr 20 New England
Sun., Apr 28 San Jose Sat., Apr. 27 Columbus
Sun., May 5 Washington DC Sat., May 4 Tampa Bay
Sun., May 12 e San Jose Sun., May 12 @ Washington DC
Sun., May 19 Kansas City h., May 16 Colorado
Sun., May 26 Columbus Sun., May 19 @ New England
Sat., June 1 e Tampa Bay Wed., May 22 @ Kansas City
h., June 6 e New England h., May 30 Washington DC
Sun., June 9 e NY/NJ Sun., June 2 @ Dallas

Sun., June 16 Tampa Bay Sun., June 9 Los Angeles
Wed., June 26 Colorado Sun., June 16 San Jose
Sun., June 30 @ Colorado Wed., June 19 Dallas

h., July 4 New England Wed., June 26 Kansas City
Sun., July 7 e Kansas City Sun., June 30 @ Columbus
Wed., July 177 @ Dallas Th., July 4 @ Colorado

Sun., Apr 14 San Jose Sat Apr 13 Colorado
Th., Apr 18 Kansas City » Apr 18 e Dallas
Sun., Apr 21 e Colorado Sun ., Apr21 @ San Jose
Sun., Apr 28 e Tampa Bay Th., May 2 Columbus
Wed., May 1 @ Washington Sun., May 5 e Colorado
Sun., May 5 Columbus Wed., May 8 e Tampa Bay
Sat., May 11 e Kansas City Sat., May 11 Dallas
Sat., May 18 Washington DC Sun., May 19 @ Los Angeles
Th., May 23 Tampa Bay Wed., May 22 NY/NJ
Wed., May 29 e Colorado Wed., May 29 @ San Jose
Sun., June 2 NY/NJ Sat., June 1 New England
Sun., June 9 San Jose Wed., June 5§ Tampa Bay
Sat., June 15 Colorado Sat., June 8 @ Columbus
Wed., June 19 @ NY/NJ Wed., June 12 Washington DC
Sun., June 23 @ New England Sat., June 15 @ New England
&
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San Jose Clash Tampa Bay Mutiny

Sat., Apr 6 Washington DC Sat., Apr 13 New England
Sun., Apr 14 e Dallas Sat., Apr 20 @ Columbus
Sun., Apr 21 Kansas City Sun., Apr 28 Dallas
Sun., Apr 28 e Los Angeles Sat., May 4 e NY/NJ

Sat., May 4 e New England Wed., May 8 Kansas City
Wed., May 8 Colorado Sat., May 11 @ Colorado
Sun., May 12 Los Angeles Sat., May 18 San Jose
Sat., May 18 e Tampa Bay Th., May 23 @ Dallas
Wed s May 29 Kansas City Sat., June 1 Los Angeles
Sat., June 1 Columbus Wed., June 5 @ Kansas City
Wed., June 5 @ Washington DC Sat., June 8 Colorado
Sun., June 9 @ Dallas Sun., June 16 @ Los Angeles
Sun., June 16 @  NY/NJ Sat., June 22 Columbus
Sun., June 23 Washington DC Sun., June 30 @ San Jose
Sun., June 30 Tampa Bay Th., July 4 Columbus
Sat., July 6 New England Fri., July 12 @ Washington DC
Wed., July 17 @ Colorado

Sat., July 20 Columbus

Cotombusrew [ Dotlsbom ]| Kansas ciy we LT

Sat., Apr 13 Tampa Bay
Sat., Apr 20 NY/NJ

Sat., Apr 27 Washington DC
Sat., May 4 San Jose
Sat., May 11 e Columbus
Sun., May 19 NY/NJ

Sat., May 25 Colorado
Sat., June 1 e Kansas City
Th., June 6 Los Angeles
Hed., June 12 @ Colorado
Sat., June 15 Kansas City
Sun., June 23 Dallas

Th., June 27 Columbus

Sun., June 30

e Washington DC
Th., July 4 e

Los Angeles

Sat., July 6 e San Jose
oS

w
REVOLUTION

.
Washington DC Utd.
Sat., Apr 6 e San Jose
Sat., Apr 13 @ ~ Columbus
Sat., Apr 20 Los Angeles
Sat., Apr 27 @  New England
Wed., May 1 Dallas
Sun., May 5 e Los Angeles
Sun., May 12 NY/NJ
Wed., May 15 Columbus
Sat., May 18 e Dallas

Th., May 30 @ NY/N

Sun., June 2 @  Colorado
Wed., June 5 San Jose
Wed., June 12 Kansas City
Th., June 20 e Kansas City
Sun., June 23 @  San Jose

Sun., June 30 New England
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CALL 1-900-288-GOAL [4625]
CALLS COST $1.49 PER MINUTE (2-MINUTE AVG.)—UNDER 18 MUST GET PARENT'S PERMISSION

AUTHORIZED HONDA MOTORCYCLE, ATV & SCOOTER DEALER

166 SOUTH MAIN STREET MILPITAS, CA

HONDAMIL@AOL.COM
http://www.boulevards.com/
billboards/honda

PH#800-734-2639
PH#408-263-6060

Now on Sale!

95 CBR600F3 $6399*

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!

< HONDA
Come ride with us.

95 CBR900ORR $8999*

FREE RIDERS CLUB MEMBERSHIP ON ALL NEW PURCHASES

THE #1 VOLUME HONDA DEALER IN THE BAY AREA!

CALL TODAY for your

DEMO Appointment

aiso NO MONEY
DOWN, 9.9APR

on all new |

Gold Wing’s
ST 1000’s,

. PC 800’s, Magna’s |
750 Nighthawks
and VT600’ s

*plus fees
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Wednestiay

May 27
Advertise
Now!!

Call—
(415] 334-
1330
or (408]
371-1471



